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Open University Validation Partnerships Application Form

Thank you for enquiring about validation with The Open University (OU). We will use this form to assess whether or not to progress your enquiry, so please make sure you provide us with all the requested information below. 

Please return the form by email to OUVP-enquiries@open.ac.uk

For more information about the partnership development & approval process and programme validation process, please visit http://www.open.ac.uk/about/validation-partnerships 

Please type in the boxes provided – they will expand to accommodate your text. 

	Section 1 - Your Contact Details

	Name of enquirer (including title):
	      
	Your job title:
	      
	Tel:
	      
	Email:
	      
	Section 2 - Details of Institution seeking partnership

	Name of institution:
	      

	Full address of institution:
	

	Registered Company Name & address 
(if different to above):
	      
	Legal Entity Type:
	      
	Name of legal entity (if different to registered company name above)
	      
	Trading Name 
(if different to Legal Entity):
	      
	Website Address:
	      
	When founded:
	      
	Details of other campuses/sites that you may wish to deliver an OU Validated Award, undertake administrative activities or complete examinations related to the delivery of an OU Validated Award 
	      
	Please list which courses/programmes/ qualifications you have the authority to deliver and the associated accrediting body/Professional, Statutory, Regulatory Body
	      


	For overseas institutions only:

	Is the institution recognised by your government?
	      
	
Are you aware of any in-country restrictions which might affect your ability to offer OU Validated Awards?  If so, please provide details
	      

	Do you have a Certificate of Incorporation? If yes, please provide a copy of this document
	      
	Section 3 - Type of Institution to be Approved

	Type of institution - please tick
	Subject Specialism(s) if any:

	Higher education (HE) institution/ University (please specify)
	☐	      
	College
	☐	      
	Professional body
	☐	      
	Corporate/for profit organisation
	☐	      
	Other – please provide details:


	      
	Any additional details about the type of institution:

	      


	Section 4 - Institution Management

	Please provide details of your:
· Governance and management structure 
(shareholders/promoters) 
· Governing Body  

Please provide the current management and deliberative structures.  You may want to provide your organisational chart. 

	      


	Section 5 - Sources of Funding

	Is your institution registered with the Office for Students? If not, do you plan to register with the Office for Students? Please provide details as appropriate. (for English providers only)

	


	What is the main source of funding for the institution? (e.g., students’ fees, donations, endowments, research funding, government funding, corporate funding, etc.)?

	


	Is the institution profit-making?
	

	
	

	
Section 6 - Student Profile

	Total number of students at the institution
	        

	 Total number of Home students
	      
	Total International students 
	      
	Total number of students on HE programmes (if applicable)
	      
	International Recruitment Regions/Countries
	      
	If you are based in the UK and recruit international students, are you licenced to do so? 
	      
	Please provide details of your Student Recruitment Strategy
(use of recruitment agents, contacts, institutional links, etc)
	      

	Section 7 - Staff Profile

	What is the total number of academic staff in the institution?
	      
	What is the general level of qualifications of the academic staff teaching on the proposed programmes?
	      
	Section 8 - Current Higher Education Programmes

	Approximately how many current HE programmes does the institution provide?
	      

	What are the main subject areas of these HE programmes?
	      
	[bookmark: _Hlk111729826]Which awards do these HE programmes lead to?
	      
	Section 9 – Exam Boards

	Do you currently run your own Exam/Assessment Boards?
	      
	Section 10 - Facilities

	Details of teaching space
(E.g., classroom space, study areas, studios, laboratories & clinics)

	      


	Details of IT facilities
(E.g., computer access for students, IT support, Wi-Fi availability, software packages)

	      


	Details of resources available to staff
	      


	Details of resources available to students
(E.g., VLE, Turnitin, student counselling or wellbeing)

	      
	

	Details of library and learning resources
(E.g., what libraries are available onsite or online services students have access to)

	      

	Any additional resources?
	      


	Please advise if your institution provides student accommodation
	      
	
Section 11 - Current or Previous Partnership Arrangements

	Is the institution currently approved/validated by a UK university? If so, which?
	      
	Does the institution have any other validation arrangements? 
If so, please give details
	      
	If there are current validation arrangements in place, is it intended to maintain validation through the existing university(s) or to bring all HE programmes into OU approval?
	      
	Does the institution have any other partnership arrangements 
(e.g., Franchising, Articulation Agreements)? If so, please give details
	      
	As part of the approval process, we will seek references from previous partners/ partnering Institutions /Universities. 

Please provide below, the contact details for any previous or current partners that we can contact for a reference. 
(if you have not worked in partnership, then please provide details of a contact that can provide a reference and comment on your academic quality and standards) 

This information will be used as part of the decision-making criteria for your application.

	Contact name(s):        
      
Contact number/email address:        
      
Name of Partner institution:       
      
Type of partnership arrangement:        


	Contact name(s):        
      
Contact number/email address:        

Name of Partner institution:       
      
Type of partnership arrangement:        


	Contact name(s):        
      
Contact number/email address:        
      
Name of Partner institution:       
      
Type of partnership arrangement:        


	Please indicate when we may approach your referees (satisfactory references are a condition of approval, but we can approach referees after an approval event)


	Prior to approval   ☐
Post approval        ☐

	Section 12 Safeguarding, Prevent and Harassment

	All relevant partner organisations and individuals associated with Open University business must be made aware of The Open University’s statutory safeguarding duty and the safeguarding referral process: https://help.open.ac.uk/documents/policies/ensuring-the-safety-of-children-and-vulnerable-protected-adults/files/105/safeguarding.pdf


	For UK Partners:
Is your organisation required to have a safeguarding policy under UK legislation (e.g. the Safeguarding/Protection of Vulnerable Groups Acts or Orders)?
For International Partners:
Is your organisation legally required to have a safeguarding policy under in-country legislation or international standards (e.g. the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, EU directives, or other national frameworks)?
If not, The Open University has a safeguarding policy you will be required to follow. However, partners will be expected to develop their own policy.
	Choose an item.


	Do you have a current Safeguarding Policy in place? 
	Choose an item.

	Has your organisation been subject to any Safeguarding allegations or concerns? E.g., Identified through quality assurance processes, regulatory reviews, or by any other means (police, public, complaints, Care Quality Commission) 

Depending on your responses, a further confidential discussion may be required.

Please do not provide any details or information on these allegations or concerns. Please only respond with one of: Yes/No/Unsure
	Choose an item.


	To the best of your knowledge, having conducted reference checks, appropriate safer recruitment checks and monitoring, does anyone associated with the institution in any capacity (e.g., staff, governor, trustee, volunteer) have/has had any safeguarding-related investigation or allegation made against them (substantiated or otherwise) of abuse or neglect against a child or vulnerable adult?

If yes, can you confirm any investigations or allegations have been appropriately managed, and referrals made in line with safer recruitment practice?

Please do not provide any details or information on these formal investigations. Please only respond with one of: Yes/No/Unsure
	Choose an item.







Choose an item.


	Is your organisation required to have a policy in relation to the Prevention of Violent Extremism (Prevent), in accordance with UK legislation (e.g. the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015), or under equivalent in-country legislation, statutory or regulatory requirements to prevent people from being drawn into or supporting terrorism?
	Choose an item.








	Do you have a Prevent Lead in your organisation? 
If yes, please give their name.
	Choose an item.

Name:        


	Has your organisation been subject to any Prevent allegations or concerns? E.g., Identified through quality assurance processes, regulatory reviews, or by any other means (police, public, complaints, Care Quality Commission). 

Please do not provide any details or information on these allegations or concerns. Please only respond with one of: Yes/No/Unsure
	Choose an item.


	Has anyone associated with the organisation in any capacity (e.g., staff, student, governor, trustee, volunteer) had or is currently subject to, a Prevent allegation, resulting in further formal investigation?

Please do not provide any details or information on these formal investigations. Please only respond with one of: Yes/No/Unsure
	Choose an item.


	Does your organisation have policies and procedures in place for reporting and disclosing allegations of harassment and sexual misconduct that can be accessed by students, staff and third parties? 

	 



	Has anyone associated with the organisation in any capacity (E.g. staff, governor, trustee, volunteer) had or is currently subject to, a harassment and sexual misconduct allegation, resulting in any type of further formal investigation?

Depending on your responses, a further confidential discussion may be required.

Please do not provide any details or information on these formal investigations. Please only respond with one of: Yes/No/Unsure
	Choose an item.



	Section 13 – Legal Proceedings

	[bookmark: _Hlk58495413]Is the institution currently involved in any legal proceedings?
Depending on your responses, a further confidential discussion may be required.

Please do not provide any details or information on these allegations or concerns. Please only respond with one of: Yes/No/Unsure
	 



	
Section 14 - Reasons for Seeking OU Institutional Approval/Validation

	What are your reasons for seeking institutional approval/validation with the OU?
	      


	Do you have any current links with the OU? If so, which faculty/unit/region and in what capacity?
	      


	How did you hear about the OU?
	      


	Expansion plans (including academic, infrastructure and resource related developments)
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	Section 15 - Proposed Programmes

	Please give details of all proposed programmes you wish to be validated by the OU below. 
Please consult the OU Academic Regulations with particular reference to section 3.1 programmes we are able to validate when completing this form.
Please indicate in the “Location” column if the course will be delivered at more than one site/campus and the location of sites/campuses.


	Programme Title
	Leading to Award(s)
	Total credits
	Mode of Study*
	Mode of teaching**
	Duration
	Location
	Start Date
	Language of teaching
	Language of assessment
	Number of intakes per year
	Projected number of student registrations per intake

	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      

	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      

	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      

	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      

	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      

	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      

	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      

	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      

	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      

	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      
	      


*possible options can include part-time (PT) or full-time studies (FT), accelerated and degree apprenticeships. 
**possible options can include classroom based face-to-face teaching, blended or on-line delivery. 




	Section 16 - OU Principles of Institutional Approval

Please provide a brief explanation of your Institution’s approach to the 5 Principles of validation as detailed within the 


(No more than 100 words per section; a detailed response will be required when completing your Self Evaluation Document (SED) which is required at a later stage).




	Principle 1: Independence of institutional ownership from the exercise of academic governance

	




	

	Principle 2:  Appropriate academic organisation and an administrative structure to support it and ensure compliance

	




	Principle 3: Provision of an appropriate learning environment 

	




	Principle 4: Robust and rigorous quality assurance and enhancement 
(which adheres to the QAA Quality Code 2024, Office for Students (OfS) Conditions of Registration, OIA and Professional, Statutory or Regulatory Bodies).

	




	Principle 5: Engagement with the wider academic and local community.

	






	Submission

	Please confirm that all the information provided on your enquiry and application is true and correct 
	Choose an item.


	Submission date for your application:
	Select Date


Thank you for providing these details.
Please return this form to us by email to OUVP-enquiries@open.ac.uk
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