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FOREIGN & JUSTICE
MINISTERS SACKED
Four weak ministers were sacked Monday by President Armando Geubuza. They were Foreign and Cooperation Minister Alcinda António de Abreu, Justice Minister Esperança Machavela, Transport and Communications Minister António Munguambe, and Environment Minister Luciano de Castro.

Their replacements are:

+ Oldemiro Balói as Foreign and Cooperation Minister. He was Minister of Trade and Industry from 1995 to 2000. He then became a business man and was a director of the Millennium BIM bank. 

+ Maria Benvinda Levi as Justice Minister. She is a respected judge and director of the Judicial Training Centre (Centro de Formação Jurídica e Judiciária). She is linked to WLSA (Women and Law in Southern Africa) and an expert on family law.

+ Paulo Zucula becomes Transport and Communications Minister. He has been Director for the National Disaster Management Institute (INGC) since December 2006 and has won high praise for his management of the 2007 and 2008 Zambeze River floods evacuation and relief process. He was Regional Spatial Development Initiative Coordinator for the Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA) from 2001 to 2004. Trained as an agronomist, from 1990-1992 he was Vice-Minister of Agriculture.
+ Alcinda Abreu is demoted from being foreign minister to being environment minister. She is a member of the Frelimo Political Commission and could not be removed from the cabinet.

The independent weekly Savana did a report card on ministers in its 15 February issue, and all four dismissed ministers received low marks. Munguambe, in particular, was blamed for agreeing the minibus fare increase that caused the 5 February riots in Maputo. Machavela had not been Guebuza’s first choice for Justice Minister and was a compromise with the Frelimo Political Commission; she has come under steady attack from donors for her total inability to clean up a deeply corrupted and poorly functioning justice system. Abreu had been dismissed once before, from the post of Social Welfare Minister in 1997. Luciano de Castro, formerly deputy minister for women's affairs and social welfare, made no impact at all in Environment.
CYCLONE JOKWE 
KILLS 7 IN NAMPULA

Cyclone Jokwe hit the coast of Nampula Saturday, killing seven people, and destroying 9000 houses and more than 100 small fishing boats. Ilha de Moçambique, Mogincual, Angoche and Moma were worst hit. Electricity lines were brought down in Ilha and Angoche by winds in excess of 120 kilometres per hour.
The storm is moving from north to south down the Mozambique Channel between Mozambique and Madagascar. It hit the Mozambique coast at Nampula province and instead of continuing south along the coast as predicted, bounced back out into the Channel were it is not causing any serious harm.
FLOOD DEATH TOLL
The National Disasters Management Institute (INGC) reports that 20 people were killed by floods on the Zambezi, Pungoe, Buzi and Save rivers in January and February. In addition, a further 14 people are known to have died from cholera in outbreaks of the disease in resettlement areas for flood victims in the Zambezi Valley. And at least three other people were killed by crocodiles.
INGC deputy national director, Joao Ribeiro, told reporters on Monday that INGC is distributing plots of land to around 100,000 victims of the floods, so that they can build homes in resettlement areas located on high ground above the flood plains.
IMF ADMITS:

MOST PEOPLE DON’T

FEEL GDP GROWTH

“Most people do not feel the economic growth that has been registered in Mozambique. There must be more emphasis on an equitable distribution of wealth in the country.” This remarkable statement came not from a civil society activist but from the head of an IMF mission to Mozambique. Age Bakker was speaking to a press conference at the end of the mission, according to Noticias on 29 February. Bakker stressed the need to create jobs and to expand the financial sector to support agriculture. 
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