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NOTES:

I am making a list of Mozambique solidarity groups in Europe that still exist. If you are part of a Mozambique solidarity group in Europe, could you send contact details to me at j.hanlon@open.ac.uk. Many thanks.

Other pressures meant I did not do a newsletter for nearly three months, so this is the last of a series of 4 to catch up. Apologies.
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ELECTIONS

LOCAL ELECTIONS

ON 19 NOVEMBER;

10 NEW MUNICIPALITIES

Mozambique's third local elections will take place on Wednesday 19 November. The number of municipalities with elected government has been increased to 43 -- the 23 officially recognised cities, one town (vila) in each province included from the start in 1998, and one town in each province added to this list this year.

The ten new municipalities are: Namaacha (Maputo province), Macia (Gaza), Massinga (Inhambane), Gorongosa (Sofala), Gondola (Manica), Ulongue (Tete), Alto Molucue (Zambezia), Ribaue (Nampula), Mueda (Cabo Delgado) and Marrupa (Niassa). 

Minister of State Administration, Lucas Chomera said the choices had been made based on the social and economic development of each of the towns and – a critical factor for municipalisation – at their capacity to generate their own revenue from local taxation and fees. Municipalitiesonly generate 30% of their budgets, the remainder 70% being covered by the state from the Local Authority Compensation Fund and the Local Initiative Investment Fund. Even the richest city, Maputo, covers only 40% of its budget from local revenue.

Chomera rejected accusations by Renamo that political criteria were used to select those towns to make them municipalities. In general, urban areas tend to support Frelimo, even in strongly Renamo provinces. In eight of the ten new municipalities, Frelimo was the clear winner in 2004. In two of the municipalities, Alto Molucue and Gorongosa, the centre of town voted for Frelimo but some outer neighbours supported Renamo in 2004, so they way in which the boundaries are drawn will be important.

9 MILLION

REGISTER 

TO VOTE

Final voters registration was 8,926,647 people -- over 88% of the voting age population of 10.2 million. This tops the 86% obtained in the previous registration. It is a dramatic success, after a delayed start and initial difficulties with the registration equipment. Each of the 3,242 registration brigades used a neat system with a computer, camera, fingerprint reader and printer which all fit into a single briefcase. The brigades issued voter cards and put all the information on CD-ROMs, but at the same time everything was backed up manually. The registration cost $41 million.

7.6 million voters were registered in the first phase -- 24 September to 15 December -- and 1.3 million in the second phase -- 15 January to 15 March. There will be a further round of voter registration, from 6 July through 4 August, to register people who have reached the voting age of 18 this year, as well as anyone else not already registered.

===========

DECENTRALISATION

TRAINING MUST

GO WITH MONEY,

SAYS GUEBUZA

An increase in the number of small flour mills, small brick factories, and associations of peasants producing rice, vegetables and cotton has resulted from the Local Initiative Development Fund, which each year gives each district at least seven million meticais ($290,000) from the state budget for loans intended to boost food production and generate jobs. Decisions on use of the money are taken locally.

But speaking in Pemba, President Armando Guebuza made a significant change in emphasis. He warned against imagining that just handing over 7 million meticais would solve all problems, and recognised that lack of business skills meant many loans were not being repaid. Thus "we have insisted on the need to train the people who ask for loans”, said Guebuza. “This is our current challenge”.

COMMUNITIES

EARN $1.4 mn

Communities earned 36 million meticais ($1.4 million) in 2007 from local management of forestry, wildlife and other resources -- up from 23 million meticais in 2006. Permanent Secretary in the Agriculture Ministry, Daniel Clemente, said that 68 community management projects are currently being implemented -- 70% are being supervised by foreign donors, and the remainder by national organizations.

GUEBUZA SAYS:

BE LEADERS,

NOT CHIEFS

Members of local governments must stop acting simply as chiefs, and instead promote initiative and good leadership, President Armando Guebuza said in Nametil on 26 April when he addressed the Nampula provincial government. 

He said he found it inexplicable that an Administrator could sit back, cross his arms and complain of a shortage of staff because there was no housing, when he could take the initiative to build decent houses with locally produced bricks. 

BALANCING CENTRAL

CONTROL AND 

DECENTRALISATION

One of the clearest statements of the way decentralisation is to be matched with continued central control was set out in Noticias recently:

“Central control must support decentralisation, according to President Guebuza
Decentralisation of powers and resources to local government must be supported by centralised control, thus the minister must verify -- systematically and on the ground, both locally and centrally for their sector -- the carrying out of plans, decisions and orientations which are directed toward the building of a better Mozambique. This position was reiterated yesterday in Maputo by President Armando Guebuza."

     Noticas, Maputo, Friday 28 March 2008

“Controlo central deve sustentar descentralização - segundo Presidente Guebuza

A DESCENTRALIZAÇÃO de atribuições, competências e recursos para os governos locais deve ser sustentada por um controlo centralizado, pois ao ministro compete verificar, de forma aturada, sistemática e no terreno, o cumprimento do plano e de outras decisões e orientações para o sector, a nível central e local, rumo à construção de um Moçambique melhor. Esta posição foi reiterada ontem, em Maputo, pelo Presidente da República, Armando Guebuza.”

     Notícias, Maputo, 28 de Março de 2008
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SHORT NEWS ITEMS

Government has begun the process of joining the EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRY TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE (EITI), to ensure greater transparency in the management of the income from mining, according to the government spokesperson, Deputy Education Minister Luis Covane. Minerals account for only 5% of fiscal revenue, but this is likely to increase. Under EITI, all payments to governments (royalties, licence and concession fees, and all other taxes) by mining, petroleum and gas companies must be made public. All revenue that governments receive from these companies must also be declared. Deputy Minister of Mineral Resources, Abdul Razak said that the 2007 laws already make it obligatory to publish fiscal revenue from petroleum operations, and ensure that part of the tax revenue from mining and petroleum operations must be earmarked for local community development.

CASHEW production hit 95,000 tonnes in the 2007/2008 harvest, above the target of 85,000 tonnes. Of this, about one-third was exported raw, mainly to India, one-third was processed by local factories, and the remaining third was processed by the informal sector. The average export prices of unprocessed nuts was $750/tonne, up more than 50% on last year, according to the director of the government’s Cashew Promotion Institute (INCAJU), Filomena Maiopue. This, in turn, pushed up the price paid to peasants to 12-15 meticais (50 to 62 US cents) a kilo in the north and 7-8 meticais in the south. Two cashew processing factories in Nampula owned by Miranda Industrial, the pioneer in the new cashew industry, were damaged by cyclone Jokwe in March, but have been repaired and are now fully operational. Maiopue also said that there are plane to build a new factory in Nampula province, with a capacity to process about 7,000 tonnes of cashew nuts a year, employing about 2,000 workers.

FERNANDO GANHAO, the rector of Eduardo Mondlane University from 1975 to 1987, died on 4 April. Before independence, Ganhao deserted from the colonial army and made his way to Tanzania where he joined Frelimo, and taught in Frelimo schools there. More recently Ganhao became rector of the private Technical University of Mozambique (UDM). He was 70 years old.

JOAO ALEXANDRE, a member of the standing commission of the Mozambican parliament and a member of the Renamo Political Commission, died on 11 May. He was Renamo secretary-general 1998-2000, and was the first Renamo general secretary who had not taken part in the war of destabilisation. He was 60 years old.

HALF OF ALL DOCTORS are in Maputo city and province, according to government spokesperson, Deputy Education Minister Luis Covane. He said that the current ratio is one doctor per 30,000 inhabitants, compared to one doctor per 1,000 inhabitants suggested by the World Health Organisation (WHO). The government hopes to have a doctor in each of the country’s 128 rural districts by next year.

THE CAHORA BASSA DAM paid $10 mn in taxes and fees to the Mozambican treasury in its first four months of Mozambican ownership. Paulo Muxanga, chair of Hidroelectrica de Cahora Bassa (HCB), which operates the dam, said that in 2007 the sales and export of energy earned $150 million dollars. Total generating capacity of the dam’s five turbines is 2,075 megawatts. Of this, 400 megawatts is used inside Mozambique, 200 goes to Zimbabwe, 40 goes to Botswana, and 1350 goes to South Africa. 

POLICE ARE KILLING AND TORTURING PEOPLE in Mozambique "with near total impunity", reported Amnesty International on 28 April. “Police in Mozambique seem to think they have a licence to kill,” said Michelle Kagari, Deputy Director of Amnesty International’s Africa Programme. “In almost all cases of human rights violations by police – including unlawful killings – no investigation into the case and no disciplinary action against those responsible has been undertaken, nor has any police officer been prosecuted.”

http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/mozambique-violent-police-assume-%E2%80%98licence-kill%E2%80%99-20080429
LYNCHING remains a serious issue. In May TV reported that a mob killed a suspected thief in Machava. Residents were delighted that the man was dead, and believed that his murderers had done nothing wrong. An earlier article in Noticias (27 March) after two people were lynched in the Luis Cabral neighbourhood of Maputo quotes the neighbourhood secretary to say that before the lynching there was a feeling of total insecurity, but popular action had returned calm to the neighbourhood. The new Justice Minister Benvinda Levi told a press conference that it is urgent that people understand that those who lynch supposed criminals are themselves committing a crime, and they must stop.

ANTONIO SOUTO, chair of the Mozambican investment company GAPI, was shot by car hijackers outside his home in Maputo on 28 May. The bullet just grazed his forehead and his injury was minor.
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