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There are two attached files with articles on the demonstRations;

+ In English: Noticias editor Rogerio Sitoe

+ In Portuguese: various articles from Noticias

=========

Daily flood and rainfall reports and forecasts from the National Water Directorate (DNA, Direcçao Nacional de Aguas) are again being posted on 

http://www.open.ac.uk/technology/mozambique/
=========

5 DEAD IN DEMONSTRATIONS;

   NOTICIAS EDITOR SAYS 
   CAUSE IS GOVERNMENT 

   OBEDIENCE TO WORLD BANK
Demonstrations in Maputo on 5 February and then four other towns against the high cost of living, triggered by an increase in bus fares, have shocked Mozambique. At least five people were killed and more than 100 injured, many shot by the police.

Frelimo dismissed the rioters as marginals and vandals, and writers initially argued that government had no control over world oil and wheat prices. But in the past few days, the government-owned daily newspaper has published a series of more thoughtful articles.

Rogerio Sitoe, editor-in-chief of the government owned daily, Noticias, led the way with a remarkable column, arguing that the root cause is “the religious way we applaud and accept the prescriptions of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund”, when these are really “poison prescriptions”. They have destroyed jobs and failed to promote agricultural development, which has “contributed greatly to the impoverishment of the countryside and forced a migration to the cities, particularly of the youth.” The government needs its own development policy and needs to stop treating World Bank and IMF statements as if they were “bible verses”.

A subsequent letter to the editor was published saying the demonstrations were not vandalism, but a strike by the people demanding their rights. And a columnist said the demonstrations were useful because before the riots, the elites simply did not understand the economic crisis of not just of the poor, but of the middle classes.

(Sitoe’s article, in English and Portuguese, is attached, as well as the subsequent letter and column, a statement by Frelimo, and an article by Sociologist Elisio Macamo – all in Portuguese.)

In Maputo in the 5 February demonstration, between four and eight people were killed, and over 100 injured – including 68 shot by the police; 31 people were arrested. Police in Maputo admitted they used both live ammunition and rubber bullets.

Disturbances spread to Chokwe in Gaza on 11 February. Between one and six people were killed. The following day there were demonstrations in Chibuto in Gaza province and Jangamo in Inhambane. Later, protestors in Chidenguele in Gaza blocked the main road through the town to protest at the increase in the bus fare to the provincial capital, Xai-Xai. At least 20 people were arrested in the Gaza demonstrations.
In Maputo a deal was agreed with minibus operators that they would pay only 31 meticais ($1.30) a litre for diesel, the price before the 23 January increase to 35.35 meticais a litre.
Xinavane sugar 
workers strike

About 600 seasonal workers on the Xinavane sugar plantation in Maputo province went on strike on Friday, demanding a wage increase of more than 100% -- from the minimum wage of 1,126 meticais per month to 2,500 meticais (from $46 to $104). Angry strikers attacked the company offices, breaking windows, overturning desks and smashing computers. In the plantation, they set 20 hectares of sugar cane ablaze. Police were called in and in the clashes 14 people were injured, four of them seriously.

The management refused to raise wages, but immediately made concessions on other demands, agreeing to supply workers with protective equipment, allow them to take the day off in the event of a death in the family, pay them for any Sundays or other rest days on which they work. 

The majority shareholder in Xinavane is the South African sugar giant Tongaat-Hulett, which also owns the Mafambisse mill and plantation in central Mozambique. The Tongaat-Hulett group made an operating profit of $133 million in 2006.
The strike does not have the backing of the Sugar Workers Union – indeed the strikers have dismissed the union as “sell-outs” – or the main trade union federation, the OTM.

Flood levels falling

Water levels are falling on Mozambique’s rivers, following a sharp decrease in rainfall in Mozambique and neighbouring states. On the Zambeze water levels are 2 to 3 metres below the peaks of three weeks ago, although still above alert levels downstream at Caia and Marromeu. The Cahora Bassa dam has cut its discharges to 2400 cubic metres per second, less than half of the levels of late January. The Kariba dam upstream has been discharging an extra 750 cubic metres per second, but the lake above the Cahora Bassa is absorbing this without difficulty.

Heavy rain in the far north of Mozambique has caused flooding on four smaller rivers in Niassa and Cabo Delgado provinces -- Megaruma, Messalo, Lugenda and Montepuez. In central Mozambique, the Save, Buzi, Pungoe and Licungo rivers are all falling and represent no threat. And in the south of the country, there has been a shortage of rain and river levels are low.

Meanwhile, issues have been raised about the nearly 90,000 people displaced by the Zambeze flood. Three community leaders were arrested in Mopeia, Zambezia province, for charging 50 meticais ($2) to people who wanted to be listed as victims of the current floods in order to receive foodstuffs and other support. The fraud was uncovered when the Mozambican relief agency, the National Disasters Management Institute (INGC) found that the number of people listed to receive aid in that area suddenly ballooned from about 8,000 to 30,000.

Last week the government announced that it had ended rescue operations on the Zambeze, on the grounds that everyone living in flood prone areas and willing to leave had been evacuated, and the government is not prepared to do compulsory evacuation. INGC deputy director Joao Ribeiro, described people still in risky areas as “opportunists” who use rescue boats for lifts to take them to their businesses of selling foodstuffs in the resettlement centres. They then return to the flood plain, pick up more supplies, and demand to be “rescued” again. Donor agencies disagree, however, and want the rescue operations to continue.
Oxfam admits no 

“call for help”;

express regret 

The Oxfams in Mozambique have finally admitted that the 4 January 2008 Oxfam International press release saying that Oxfam was responding to a “call for help” from the Mozambique government was wrong. In a letter to me they admit the press release “wrongly suggested the existence of a formal emergency appeal by the Government of Mozambique, which may have caused some confusion at that time. We strongly regret that this has happened and that the Oxfams were unable to react in a timely and appropriate way to your criticism.” The press release was finally removed from the Oxfam International website on 18 February.

Guebuza warns

on biofuels

There has been a growing debate in Mozambique on biofuels – diesel and petrol substitutes made from crops. Irrigated land has been allocated for A sugar plantation to produce alcohol which farmers argued could be better used for rice, and international companies have applied for vast amounts of land for biofuels. Finally at the Consultative Council of the Ministry of Agriculture in Maputo this week, some attempt was made to curb the biofuel mania.

Addressing the meeting, President Armando Guebuza on Monday stressed that, although the country needs to produce biofuels, they “must never endanger the interests of the people”. In particular, Mozambique must not allow biofuel production to deprive farmers of their land. Guebuza called for biofuels to be grown on marginal land, and not on fertile soils appropriate for growing food crops. Speaking to the meeting, Agriculture Minister Soares Nhaca said that there were substantial areas of marginal land which could be used for fuel crops.
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