Linked to mailing 115, 20 April 2007
Two AIM articles in English:
1) President Guebuza criticising lazy peasants - based on the Noticias article by Gustavo Mavie, head of AIM.
2) Peasants say they need support to be profitable
70407E     MOZAMBICAN PEASANTS DEMAND INCENTIVES

Maputo, 18 Apr (AIM) - Mozambican peasants reiterated on Tuesday

their demand for incentives for family sector agriculture in

order to render their activity more profitable, following the

example of other countries in the region and around the world.

     In practice they are asking for bank credit at preferential

interest rates, improved agricultural technologies, and better

access roads for marketing their produce.

     They voiced these concerns in Maputo, during the ceremony to

mark International Peasants Day, which in Mozambique was

celebrated under the theme 'No to Economic Partnership Agreements

(EPAs), Yes to Food sovereignty'.

     EPAs are supposed to be negotiated between members of the

ACP (African, Caribbean and Pacific) group and the European

Union. Critics argue that these are free trade arrangement, from

which only the EU will benefit.

     The EPAs will force open the markets of developing countries

to subsidised goods from Europe, and the Mozambican National

Union of Peasants (UNAC), fears this could have a devastating

impact on its members, who produce essentially for the domestic

market.

     According to Jose Chirindza, projects assistant in the UNAC

rural development team, because of the lack of incentives,

Mozambican peasants are at a disadvantage in competing with other

countries in the region, particularly South Africa.

     "Some of the countries in the region give incentives to

their farmers, but Mozambican peasants do not have such

incentives, and that is why, when those countries introduce their

products into our country, Mozambicans cannot compete", said

Chirindza. "We are facing a situation of unfair competition,

because they bring their products and sell them at very low

prices, and they look better".

     He added that "if the government intends agriculture to be

the basis of development, it is necessary to give agriculture

incentives. The government should not resign from its duty to

protect Mozambican agriculture, and to ensure that family sector

agriculture makes a real contribution to the Gross Domestic

Product".

     When UNAC held a general meeting in the northern city of

Pemba, on 28 March, it issued a statement calling on the

government to resist pressure from the European Commission to

speed up negotiations for an EPA.

     Instead, the government should demand "the opening of a

period of debate and analysis of the impact of free trade on

Mozambican agriculture".

     UNAC urged Mozambican civil society "to mobilise to prevent

the signing of the Economic Partnership Agreements". It sees no

reason for the EU haste to sign the agreements by 31 December,

and suggests instead that the current preferential EU-ACP

arrangements under the Cotonou agreement be simply extended.

     Jose Gaspar, the National Director of Rural Extension in the

Agriculture Ministry, agrees with at least some of UNAC's

positions. He told AIM that the transmission of technology to

peasant farmers, and the provision of credit, would indeed help

solve their problems.

     Gaspar said the government is making an effort to provide

rural credit, but the commercial banks are not interested in

financing agriculture, regarding it as a high risk activity.

     "There have been small initiatives, through the Agricultural

Development Fund, and some organisations do provide credit, but

we think this is just a drop in the ocean", he said.

     Even obtaining basic inputs was a headache for peasants,

since most of the supplying companies are in the large urban

centres, far from the producers. Gaspar pointed out that they

find it difficult to travel to acquire those products.

     Gaspar added that an access road programme is underway in

partnership with the Danish International Development Agency

(DANIDA) to create infrastructure that will make it easier to

sell peasant produce.
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66407E    GUEBUZA INSISTS ON "THE HABIT OF HARD WORK"

Mopeia (Mozambique), 17 Apr (AIM) - In a week long visit to the

central province of Zambezia, Mozambican President Armando

Guebuza has repeatedly claimed that what the country needs, if it

is to pull itself out of the mire of poverty, is "the habit of

hard work".

     This time, rather than talking about "lack of self-esteem",

Guebuza blamed hunger and poverty on the absence of "the habit

of, and love for, work".

     "We have to work more and work hard", was the message

Guebuza left at his rallies, both in the provincial capital,

Quelimane, and in the various Zambezia districts he visited.

     "We have to admit that we don't work very much", admonished

Guebuza. "To escape from poverty, we must increase production, so

that we have more food this year than we had last year, and so on

for every successive year".

     "Here in Zambezia, we have huge areas of fertile land,

favourable for agriculture", he told his rally in Quelimane.

"Even here, on the outskirts of Quelimane, there are many swampy

areas that could be made use of to produce rice to feed the

entire province, and the rest of the country".

     "But instead of taking the maximum advantage of this land,

and of the water that the rivers bring us, we spend our time

buying food from neighbouring countries such as Malawi, just

because we don't produce it in our own country", he claimed.

"That means we have to pay a high price, because we have to pay

for the transport, when it could be much cheaper if we produced

it in Mozambique, here on the outskirts of Quelimane".

     "We have to pick up the habit of working more, so that we

can do away in a short time with the poverty and hunger that

still afflict us", he said. "Although I am sure that these two

ills will be eradicated from our country, that can't be a mission

that takes centuries. The suffering they cause is not delayed,

and so likewise we can't delay their elimination".

     In Mopeia, in the Zambezi Valley, Guebuza declared that

everyone should work because "without work, you can never be free

of poverty".

     "When you're poor, you're short of almost everything", he

said. "You can't get enough food. You can't have a good house. A

poor person can't send his children to school. He can't go to

hospital, because he can't pay the consultation fee, much less

pay for medicine. When you're poor, it's like being condemned to

an early grave".

     That, he declared, was why all Mozambicans should work hard:

they would then be able to live at peace with themselves.

     In the district of Alto Molocue, Guebuza stressed the role

of schools in teaching children the habit of work. There should

be an increased stress on manual labour in the school curriculum,

he said, so that children would grow up learning how to perform

tasks useful to society.

     The President was pleased that some schools in Zambezia are

already doing this. He forecast that when all children grow up

with the habit of work, "hunger and poverty in Mozambique will be

things of the past".
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