MOZAMBIQUE 108
  Zambeze flood
     121,000 displaced
     Water stopped rising
     Situation still under control 
     Government needs money, not food

========

News reports & clippings no. 108
     from Joseph Hanlon (j.hanlon@open.ac.uk)

    20 February 2007

========

This is an irregular service of news summaries by Joseph Hanlon, this time with 3 attached files of Noticias, Savana, MediaFax and IRIN articles for those who want more detail.  All in Portuguese except IRIN.
========

To subscribe or unsubscribe, see note at end.

My Mozambique website: http://www.open.ac.uk/technology/mozambique
========

WATER STOPPED RISING

BUT 121,000 DISPLACED

Water being released by the Cahora Bassa dam is just two-thirds of its peak a week ago, and the flood peak has now passed most inhabited areas so the water level is slowly falling. Flood levels remained considerably lower than the serious flood of 2001. However, heavy rain is forecast for upstream areas of Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malawi, where rivers are already high, so there could be another flood peak in 7-10 days.
121,000 people have been displaced; a majority of those are being housed in communities, but 50,000 are in emergency camps, according to Noticas today (20 Feb). Of the displaced, 40,000 were rescued by government boats, while the rest of the people used their own canoes. The government says that evacuation of people at risk is now largely finished. So far there are no officially reported deaths, although there are media reports of up to 10 dead. (The widely quoted figure of 29 deaths is the government figure for deaths in floods and storms earlier in the rainy season, not from this flood.) 
The respite in the flood will be used by Sena Sugar estates, the government, and contractors on the Zambeze river bridge to repair damaged dikes. Work is under way to upgrade 33 accommodation centres, where people may have to remain for at least a month.
FOOD AND TENTS OK, BUT

WORRIES OVER WATER

Thousands of tents have been imported and should arrive in Caia tomorrow. Food is being distributed and the press reports sufficient stocks for a month. 

Prime Minister Luisa Diogo on Friday thanked donors for tents and food already senr, but “what we would really like to see is financial support to come in more quickly.” The government budget of $3 million has been increased to $4.5 million, but the government has also made clear that is needs more money -- for fuel, to hire helicopters, and buy food.

The main concern now is water, sanitation and health; there are still not enough latrines, water tanks, medicines and mosquito nets.

The main road from Beira to Caia is paved and in good condition, so there is no problem getting food and other supplies as far as Caia. But roads near the river are now closed by flooding, so the main method of moving food and supplies from Caia to accommodation centres is the 25 inflatable boats on the river being operated by the Mozambican navy, with assistance from the Red Cross. The UN has supplied at least one helicopter and there are two others, but they are expensive to run. 
INGC REMAINS IN CHARGE

Paulo Zucula, the highly respected new head of the National Disasters Institute (INGC, Instituto Nacional de Gestao das Calamidades), set up his office in Caia on the southern bank of the Zambeze River more than a week ago and has taken detailed control. The government has repeatedly told international donors and NGOs that there will be no international appeal for aid. 
In particular, NGOs and other donors are being discouraged from flying in staff and goods. Instead Zucula is working with NGOs which are already in Mozambique and already have links with government ministries, such as Save the Children and MSF, and with local UN agencies. In addition he has accepted specialist support, for example Oxfam Great Britain, which is particularly good at emergency camp water and sanitation, has flown in a planeload of supplies and a team.

But the government continues to stress that it is in control, and that NGOs and freelance aid workers are not free to do what they want. And INGC stresses that the real need is for money.

Disaster tourism is now becoming a problem, with a flood of international NGOs and Mozambican politicians who need to be seen to be “helping” and have their pictures taken in accommodation centres. Journalist Fernando Lima, who returned recently from Caia, writes that these “calamity Janes” and vampires are now causing disruption rather than helping, and the only people who seem to be benefiting are local business people who provide beds and food to the tourists.
AFTER THE FLOOD
Discussion is already starting about support for people when they return home. The floods will have largely destroyed this year’s crop and any food reserves, and people had to leave behind their animals, many of which will be lost. Thus people will need food for at least six months. Forecasts are for a good harvest in central and northern Mozambique, so pressure is growing to buy local food instead of importing food aid. 
Save the Children UK has proposed that instead of giving food and commodities to the people who are returning home, that they should be given cash grants instead. Letting people buy their own food and other goods would stimulate local markets and the economy; giving people imported food would disrupt the local economy. SCF points out that after floods in 2000 and 2001, markets quickly opened near accommodation centres even before people were able to go home. Cash grants would also help people buy utensils and agricultural tools.

Experience in Mozambique and elsewhere is that when NGOs and agencies like World Food Programme hand out food and tools, people always sell part of what they are given so that they can buy what they need. Thus it makes more sense to give them cash in the first place. (See IRIN article attached.)
BBC WORLD TV ON INTERNET

There is a good short BBC World TV news broadcast available on the internet at

http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/check/player/nol/newsid_6370000/newsid_6374000?redirect=6374003.stm&news=1&bbwm=1&bbram=1&nbwm=1&nbram=1 >
Karen Allen talks of a “widely praised [and] well coordinated rescue effort by the Mozambican authorities” following an effective early warning.
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