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MAJOR FLOOD IN ZAMBEZE VALLEY

     60,000 DISPLACED

     NO REQUEST FOR OUTSIDE HELP

The Zambeze River is now more than 1 metre above flood level and expected to rise further as discharges have been increased from the Cahora Bassa dam and heavy rain is predicted in the area. At least 60,000 people have now fled islands and low lying areas. 
Many roads running parallel to the river have been cut, making communication difficult, although the ferry across the Zambeze at Caia continues to operate. Flooding threatens the Sena sugar estate, one of the larger foreign investments in Mozambique, and has halted work on the new bridge across the river.

International agencies are itching to get involved and use the flood for fund-raising, but the Mozambican government continues to report that it has the situation under control. The World Food Programme, in particular, has been criticised for exaggerating the crisis in an attempt to raise money. (see attached AIM article)
Floods in 2000 and 2001 received international publicity (and were the subject of a book, ‘Mozambique and the Great Flood of 2000’, by Frances Christie and Joseph Hanlon). But they were most notable by the high degree of preparation by the Mozambicans, who called in help only when their own resources were overwhelmed. The 2000 flood was the worst in 140 years; Mozambique was only prepared for the ‘normal’ once in 20 years flood.
An excellent new director, Paulo Zucula, was appointed last year to head the National Disaster Management Institute (INGC, Instituto Nacional do Gestao das Calamidades) and there was good preparation for this year’s flood season, including pre-placing boats, fuel, and food. 

Speaking last Thursday, Prime Minister Luisa Diogo said that a ‘red alert’ had been declared along the entire length of the Zambezi within Mozambique. The stage above this would be a declaration of a national disaster - and at that point Mozambique would have little choice but to launch an appeal for international assistance. But she said the government has no intention of declaring an emergency while the situation is only one of alert, albeit maximum alert.
On Friday, Joao Ribeiro, deputy director of the INGC, said the situation in the Zambezi valley is still under control. More boats had been sent to the areas with the largest number of people at risk, and the number of helicopters available had risen from two to three.
So NGOs and other international agencies will just have wait.
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