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Later this week, Mozambique 105 will have articles on three important reports.

+ Chinese takeaway. The full report on logging in Zambezia by Catherine Mackenzie is in the corruption section of my website:

http://www.open.ac.uk/technology/mozambique/p6.shtml
+ Administrative tribunal report on the 2005 state accounts. See Centro de Integridade Publica www.integridadepublica.org.mz
+ New IMF country report, posted on

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/cat/longres.cfm?sk=20349.0
========

To subscribe or unsubscribe, see note at end.

My Mozambique website: http://www.open.ac.uk/technology/mozambique
========

MAJOR FLOOD WARNING

FOR ZAMBEZE RIVER

Water flowing through the Cahora Bassa dam has more than doubled the in the past week and is now greater than at the time of the major Zambezi River flood of 2001, leading to warnings of a serious flood. Upstream rainfall in the Zambezi basin continues to be very heavy. By last weekend the river was 1 metre above flood level and expected to rise substantially further in the next few days.

The Zambezi has been high for four weeks, and the National Disasters  Management Institute (INGC) has been urging people to move to high ground; 4700 people have left islands in the river. But Noticias today reports that many people living on islands refuse to leave, saying they have their own traditional ways of evaluating flood danger.

INGC's new director, Paulo Zucula, has improved organisation and ensured that the authorities are much better prepared than in the past to respond to flooding. The INGC had pre-positioned food supplies, boats and vehicles in the most vulnerable areas. Zucula said Mozambique must respond to emergencies at once, with its own resources, rather than wait for international aid to arrive. The government has as budget of $3 million for disasters this year. 

The Council of Ministers, in a statement issued yesterday, said that so far in the rainy season wind, rain and floods have caused 27 deaths and damaged or destroyed nearly 5000 houses, as well as 11 classrooms and 4 health posts. Meanwhile, it says, the southern provinces have had a lack of rain, which is hitting agricultural production.

(AIM and Noticias articles attached.)

HOW WILL CLIMATE CHANGE

AFFECT MOZAMBIQUE?

Two climate change reports paint a mixed picture for Mozambique. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) issued its 2007 report summary on 2 February. It says that sea level has risen 150 mm in the past century and will increase by 300 mm or more by 2100. It also reports that 'it is likely that future tropical cyclones (typhoons and hurricanes) will become more intense, with larger peak wind speeds and more heavy precipitation'.


But in an attempt to predict rainfall figures, the IPCC finds its models do not agree with each other on northern Mozambique, the Zambeze valley, and southern Mozambique, as well as Zimbabwe and eastern South Africa. For December to February rainfall, some models predict and increase and some a decrease, so no prediction can be made. But models agree that there will be a fall in December to February rainfall in central Mozambique. 


The report is the IPCC WGI Fourth Assessment Report, Summary for Policymakers. published 2 Feb 2007. Precipitation predictions are in Figure SPM-6, page 20. The report is on http://ipcc-wg1.ucar.edu/wg1/docs/WG1AR4_SPM_PlenaryApproved.pdf


On the other hand, the Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute (KNMI) maintains a regularly updated webpage which summarises research and modelling on climate change in southern Africa. Their summary of models posted 22 and 27 December 2006 predicts climate change will make little change in rainfall in northern Mozambique and the Zambeze River valley. For central Mozambique, including the productive higher areas of Manica, almost all models predict less rain, a shorter rainy season, and more severe droughts. KNMI predicts that southern Mozambique, already the driest area, will be hit hardest; there will be less rain and it will start later, with October and November becoming notably drier. [http://www.knmi.nl/africa_scenarios/Southern_Africa/]

========

KEY WORLD BANK RESEARCH

NOT REMOTELY RELIABLE

SAY INDEPENDENT ACADEMICS

'Much' of the research that forms the basis of World Bank policy in Mozambique has 'such deep flaws that, at present, the results cannot be regarded as remotely reliable.' Yet the bank has 'proselytized the new work without appropriate caveats on is reliability. … Nor has it corrected itself to this day,' even where studies by the IMF and others have shown the research to be wrong, according to an independent evaluation of World Bank research, commissioned by the Bank's own chief economist. The evaluation also found that research was distorted and misused for political ends.

The independent panel sent selected World Bank research to eminent academics for evaluation. Some of the most damning comments were on research by David Dollar, variously with Aart Kray, Paul Collier and Craig Burnside, on aid, globalisation, growth and poverty. This research is absolutely central to World Bank advice to Mozambique, and therefore the panel's views are important. One example is the Dollar and Kray paper 'Growth is good for the poor' which, the panel said, 'is sometimes used to argue that, in the presence of economic growth, explicit anti-poverty measures are redundant.' The paper has been hugely important, even forming part of the intellectual back-up to Mozambique's PARPAs. Yet the evaluators note that far from proving growth is good for the poor, Dollar and Kray assume that the incomes of the poor rise at the same rate as average income. The evaluators go on to cite Bank research by Branko Milanovic, 'providing extensive empirical evidence of increasing income and consumption inequalities in the world.' They then note that 'once again, the official position of the Bank gave selective prominence to one set of views,' those of Dollar and Kray, and ignored other research.

Another key paper, by Burnside and Dollar, 'is unconvincing'. It is based on one assumption that can be accepted only with 'an unusually generous suspension of disbelief', actually confuses starting policies and outcomes, and uses an index for its regression 'that is at best arbitary'.

The study also found that there is pressure on researchers 'not to say things that go directly against the broad policy line that the Bank is espousing. … Moreover who gets involved in the research gets decided by country teams, and country teams presumably base their selection in part based on what they are looking for (which may be a particular answer or a particular researcher who they know and like working with, or perhaps someone known for not rocking the boat). The person who does the research is therefore not necessarily the one best suited to the job.'

A good and detailed analysis of the report was published in Bretton Woods Project newsletter 54 http://brettonwoodsproject.org/researchevaluation54

The full report 'An Evaluation of World Bank Research, 1998 - 2005' by a panel chaired by Angus Deaton, dated 24 December 2006, http://tinyurl.com/yck7wc
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OXFORD PAPER ON

AID AND SOVEREIGNTY

A paper 'Contested Sovereignty in Mozambique: The Dilemmas of Aid Dependence' by Paolo De Renzio & Joseph Hanlon has been posted on the Oxford Global Economic Governance Programme website http://www.globaleconomicgovernance.org/docs/DerenzioandHanlon_Mozambiquepaperrev120107.pdf

Mozambique has been seen by donors as a success story but this paper calls into question much of the current international discourse on 'ownership' and 'sovereignty' in aid relationships. It argues that national sovereignty is a contested issue, undermined at different times both by external actors and by internal political dynamics. 

LSE PAPER ON

ELECTION FRAUD

A paper 'Identifying Fraud in Democratic Elections: a case study of the 2004 presidential election in Mozambique' by Joseph Hanlon and Sean Fox has been posted on the The LSE Crisis States Research Centre website.

http://www.crisisstates.com/Publications/wp/WPseries2/wp8.2.htm

The study of the 2004 presidential election gives statistical evidence to back up observer and opposition complaints of ballot box stuffing, improper ballot nullification, and (intentional) organisational failure.

=============

BRITISH POLICE INVESTIGATE

JOHN BREDENKAMP, BIG INVESTOR

IN MOZAMBIQUE TOURISM

Britain's Serious Fraud Office (SFO) is intensifying its investigations of John Bredenkamp and a number of other people in relation to corrupt payments linked to arms sales to South Africa and Tanzania, according to the Mail and Guardian (12 January and 2 February). The SFO has made a formal application for assistance from the South African authorities, and Bredenkamp is named in the application. This follows SFO raids on the London offices and home of Bradenkamp, reported in the Guardian on 19 October 2006. 

John Bredenkamp controls two islands in the Bazaruto archipelago and hotels in Beira and Vilankulo. (See newsletter 98 for more details.)

Bredenkamp, Julies Pelissier and two of their companies, Aviation Consultancy Services (ACS) and Kayswell, apparently acted as agents for the British company BAE in sales of airplanes to South Africa and an air traffic control system to Tanzania. There have been repeated allegations of bribes and kickbacks in relation to both contracts. 

In December 2006, as part of his campaign to tackle corruption, British Prime Minister Tony Blair ordered a halt to the investigation of up to 1 million pounds ($2 mn) paid in bribes by BAE to officials of Saudi Arabia as part of an arms deal, citing national security issues. But the decision applies only to BAE bribes to powerful middle eastern countries, so bribes paid to African countries remain under investigation.

In 2002 the United Nations named Bredenkamp as having made millions of dollars from illegally supplying arms and exploiting minerals in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

US GIVES

PATROL BOATS

The US navy has given Mozambique three small patrol boats to protect against illegal fishing. They will be based in Tete on the Zambeze River, in Metangula on Lake Niassa, and in the port of Nacala.

SCANNER CONTROVERSY

CONTINUES

Charges of $20 to $100 for containers passed through a new electronic scanner (owned by a Frelimo-linked company, Kudumba) in the port of Maputo could halt promised increases in trade through the port, warns Brenda Horne, the Chief Executive Officer of the Maputo Corridor Logistics Initiative (MCLI), because the charge is similar to the difference in price between Durban and Maputo for some South African shippers. (See newsletter 103 for more details.)
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TO SUBSCRIBE OR UNSUBSCRIBE

This mailing is distributed on the list dev-mozambique-list@open.ac.uk. 

This list is used to distribute both the "Mozambique Political Process Bulletin" as well as clippings and commentary about Mozambique.

There is a different list

dev-mozambiquebulletin-list@open.ac.uk

for those who want to receive the "Mozambique Political Process Bulletin" but not the clippings and commentary.

1) Using your web browser, go to

   http://mail-lists.open.ac.uk            (note no "www")

2) enter your email address

3) you then see a list of Open University mailing lists with three dev-Mozambique lists.

If you want to subscribe or unsubscribe, then next to 

          dev-mozambique-list 

click on SUBSCRIBE or UNSUBSCRIBE. That's all.

If you still want to receive the "Mozambique Political Process Bulletin" but not the clippings and commentary, then go to 

          dev-mozambique-list 

click on UNSUBSCRIBE

and next to 

          dev-mozambiquebulletin-list 

click on SUBSCRIBE

This mailing is the personal responsibility of Joseph Hanlon, and does not necessarily represent the views of the Open University.

==

