19213E       SOUTH AFRICAN NGO IGNORED AID DISTRIBUTION PLANS

 

Maputo, 6 Feb (AIM) – The South African Islamic organisation “Gift of the Givers” acted in bad faith, and attempted to distribute food aid for flood victims in violation of the procedures laid down by the Mozambican authorities, according to Joao Ribeiro, general director of the Mozambican relief agency, the National Disaster Management Institute (INGC).

 

Gift of the Givers has claimed, in articles that appeared in the South African press, that it had to pull out of the largest temporary accommodation centre for flood victims, at Chihaquelane, some 30 kilometres outside the flooded town of Chokwe, because of alleged corruption in food aid distribution.

 

The founder of Gift of the Givers, Imtiaz Sooleiman, claimed that “camp officials” put their own names down for food aid valued at 225,000 US dollars.

 

Ribeiro told AIM on Wednesday that Gift of the Givers told the INGC it wanted to deliver its aid personally, but the INGC refused. “We told them we had to follow our distribution plan”, Ribeiro said. The INGC works in partnership with bodies such as the Mozambique Red Cross (CVM) and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), “and we distribute jointly in order to avoid overlaps”.

 

Despite these instructions, Ribeiro added, the South African NGO went to Chihaquelane, without the presence of any Mozambican government bodies, and said they wanted a list of 200 people who would receive their aid. 

 

But Chihaquelane is by far the largest accommodation centre in the country, with a current population of 21,000 families. When the news that aid was to be distributed spread, thousands of people quickly gathered, and Gift of the Givers beat a hasty retreat.

 

Later they went to smaller settlements in Gaza province, and distributed some food in front of TV cameras.

 

As for Sooleiman’s claims that “camp officials” were trying to grab the food, Ribeiro said that Chihaquelane is organised into neighbourhoods, which reflect the neighbourhoods of Chokwe town. Each community is organised by the same neighbourhood officials that were in place in the town before it was flooded.

 

The lists of food aid beneficiaries are organised by the community leaders, who are just as much flood victims as everyone else. Gift of the Givers “is trying to politicize the matter. All the people in the centres are displaced and are victims”, said Ribeiro.

 

“We told them – you can’t deliver your aid outside of the government structures”, he added. Apparently Gift of the Givers eventually accepted this, and on Tuesday their aid was distributed through official channels to flood victims currently living at Mavivila in Bilene district.

 

Ribeiro added that the donation from Gift of the Givers is not as large as the South African group claims, and represents just one per cent of the total donations the INGC has received.  
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14213E     RELIEF AGENCY DENIES NGO CLAIMS

 

Maputo, 6 Feb (AIM) – The Mozambican government’s relief agency, the National Disasters Management Institute (INGC), has denied claims by a South African NGO, “Gift of the Givers”, that food aid for Mozambican flood victims is being diverted to fake lists of beneficiaries.

 

Gift of the Givers is an Islamic organisation and, according to a report in Wednesday’s issue of the independent newsheet “Mediafax”, INGC sources accuse it of using food aid distribution in the temporary accommodation centres for flood victims in the southern province of Gaza to grab publicity for itself.

 

Gift of the Givers says it withdrew from the largest accommodation centre, at Chihaquelane, 30 kilometres from the flooded town of Chokwe, when it discovered that the camp administrators and their families were on the list of beneficiaries.

 

"Things went wrong because of the Mozambican government officials”, accused the organisation’s founder, Imtiaz Sooliman. “I issued instructions for lists containing the names of women and children, and of the elderly and sick, to be given to me today. Instead we discovered these bogus and fictitious lists with the names of people not in need of anything”.

 

But Sooliman has no business giving instructions to anybody in Mozambican centres. In attempting to distribute its own aid directly, Gift of the Givers was violating all the procedures established by the INGC for orderly distribution.

 

According to the “Mediafax” report, all assistance must be channelled to the INGC, the Mozambique Red Cross (CVM) and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP). These are the institutions that manage food aid distribution at the accommodation centres.

 

It is, however, true that there are lists of beneficiaries with the heads of the accommodation centres at the top, which the INGC source regarded as perfectly normal. The heads of the centres are also flood victims, displaced from their homes, and the organisation of the centres reflects the organisation of the communities from which the people came.

 

The INGC source regarded respect for community organisation as crucial for ensuring the support is channelled in an equitable manner to all those affected.

 

“Mediafax” adds that Gift of the Givers also tried to obtain tax exemptions on some of the goods it was bringing in, and the Mozambican government turned down this request.

 

After the accusations from Gift of the Givers were published in some of the South African media, the INGC met with leaders of the organisation on Tuesday in the Gaza provincial capital, Xai-Xai, to clear up any misunderstandings. The meeting decided that Gift of the Givers must follow the same procedures as every other organisation supporting the flood victims.

 

Gift of the Givers seems to have accepted the decision, since on Tuesday afternoon it was handing over the goods it had brought to the INGC, which then supervised their distribution.
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Plan to steal aid from flood victims

GRAEME HOSKEN | 04 February, 2013  The Times, South Africa
The uncovering of a scheme to steal millions of rands worth of humanitarian aid intended for 60000 Mozambique flood survivors has forced South African aid agency Gift of the Givers to withdraw from the country's biggest displaced people's camp.

Hours before nearly R2-million worth of aid was to be distributed yesterday in the camp outside Chokwe - near the centre of the area in which floods 10 days ago killed 80 people and displaced nearly 200000 - the organisation discovered that the camp's administrators had created fake lists of beneficiaries.

The needy victims of the floods, especially the thousands of women and children living in the camp, were the intended recipients of the aid.

The order for the withdrawal of the Gift of the Givers team was given when the charity's founder, Imtiaz Sooliman, discovered that at the top of the list of aid recipients were the camp's administrators and their families.

"Things went wrong because of the Mozambican government officials. I issued instructions for lists containing the names of women and children, and of the elderly and sick, to be given to me today. Instead we discovered these bogus and fictitious lists with the names of people not in need of anything.

"They were taking from the people we were meant to be helping."

Sooliman said Gift of the Givers had immediately withdrawn their aid and set up links with church groups operating in the village of Hokwe.

More than 3500 families - many of them with severely ill infants - who lived in Chokwe fled to Hokwe when the floods struck.

Within moments of the food trucks and ambulances, along with South African soldiers, arriving in Hokwe people ran to the village centre to beg for assistance.

Church elder Domingos Utui said the situation was desperate.

"We have many families camping in empty schools and buildings. They fled here because they had nowhere to go.

"The government has been slow to provide assistance and the people had no choice but to come to us.

"We have nothing to help them with ... our villages have run out of food. Your presence here is an answer to our prayers. Without South Africa's help many would have died," said Utui.

Sooliman said his organisation would stay in Hokwe for as long as needed.

"We are giving food straight to the people ... it is not going to any administrators or government officials. We are distributing special baby food, porridge, beans, rice, maize meal and water, along with clothing and sanitary wear."
