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1100 deaths in Cabo Delgado civil war 
 
The death toll of the Cabo Delgado civil war to 25 April is 1100, according to ACLED (Armed 
Conflict Location & Event Data Project).  Of the 1100 deaths, more than 700 were ciivilians. This 
year, up to 25 April, there were  101 incidents and 285 deaths (of whom more than 200 were 
civilians). The US-based ACLED has the most accurate incident and body count. On 
https://bit.ly/CD-ACLED-Apr20. 
 

Insurgents pushed back in Cabo Delgado 
 
Mozambican police and army and South Africa mercenaries finally responded to the two month 
long push south by insurgents in Quissanga district, and there has been some serious fighting. 
Insurgents have controlled much of Quissanga for more than a month, and were pushing south 
toward Metuge, just across the bay from Pemba. This push was halted last week by a major 
military response. But insurgent attacks continue elsewhere. 
 
Details remain scarce, in part because of severe pressure on the press which has been successful 
in imposing self-censorship. There have been public appeals by journalists' group MISA 
Moçambique on Press Freedom Day (3 May) to end "attacks and persecutions of journalists" 
(English and Portuguese, https://bit.ly/CD-MISA) and on 28 April by 16 international bodies 
including Reporters San Frontieres to end "intimidation" of journalists. Both cite the kidnap of 
Palma journalist Ibraimo Abu Mbaruco, who has not been seen since he was taken by the military 
on 7 April. 
 
Troop and police movements from Pemba to Metuge, and major use of the South African drone 
and helicopters, has been publicly visible, and there has been some reporting. Large numbers of 
people have fled to Metuge and Pemba. 
 
This is low-tech warfare, with insurgents communicating on mobile telephones but advancing on 
motorcycles, bicycles and on foot. Two of the South African helicopters simply have a machine gun 
mounted, but a drone is also being used. Nevertheless, Portuguese TV footage shows the aircraft 
simply flying low to frighten and break up groups of insurgents and villagers talking to insurgents. 
(SIC, Leste/Oeste com Nuno Rogeiro, 3 May) 
 
Insurgents had moved southeast from Macomia attacking Bilibiza on 29 January and occupying 
Quisssanga town on 25 March, which gave them effective control of the Quissanga district north of 
the Montepuez river. They attacked Qurimba island on 9 April. They then began to move south 
down the road from Quissanga toward Metuge, across the bay west of Pemba. In late April they 
moved south, first to Nacoba, from which they spread out and burned villages including Arimba on 
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the coast and a Qurimbas park tourist camp on 27-30 April. This finally led to a military response. 
(See newsletter 484, 30 April) 
 
Distances are not large. Moving south, it is 15 km from Quissanga to the junction of the Bilibiza 
road: another 15 km south to Nacoba, which became a staging point. From Nacoba it is 15 km east 
to the coast and Arimba, as well as 15 south to Napuda, which appears to have been as far south 
as the insurgents were able to move. From there it is only 27 km to Metuge. 
 
This is what we can piece 
together from Intelyse (4 May), 
Carta de Moçambique (4 May) 
and trusted local sources 
about the most recent week of 
fighting, from south to north: 
 
Napuda is on the border 
between Quissanga and 
Metuge districts and is the 
formal gate to the Quirimbas 
park. It still had 40 or more 
insurgents Saturday (2 May) - 
the southernmost 
concentration - but they were 
pushed north. They are said to 
have killed 14 villagers in 
Natugo, between Napunda 
and Nacoba on 2 May, 
probably as they were 
retreating north. 
 
Nacoba, at the junction of the 
road toward the coast at 
Arimba was an insurgent 
position. Insurgents had 
burned part of the villages on 
28 April and been attacked by 
the South African mercenaries. 
Insurgents killed 20 villages on 
Saturday (2 May) before being 
pushed further north.  
 
Quissanga town was 
reoccupied by the police five 
weeks after it was occupied by 
insurgents. It appears there 
was no fighting and the town 
had been abandoned by the 
insurgents. There are photos 
of the security forces posing in 
front of the burned police post in precisely the same way the insurgents posed there. 
https://www.facebook.com/pinnaclenews79/photos/pcb.2899988296753598/2899987346753693/?t
ype=3&theater) With access now possible, Mozambique Telecom (Tmcel) yesterday (5 May) re-
established fixed and mobile telecommunications in the districts of Quissanga and Ibo and the 
Quirimbas archipelago. Service had been unavailable since 21 April. 
 
An insurgent base between Quissanga and Bilibiza was attacked on Sunday (3 May). But 
Cagambe (or Cajambe), Quissanga district, a military camp 10 km west of Quissanga and 10 km 
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north of Bilibiza, has been captured by insurgents, according to ISIS (@emorier 6 May). The 
insurgents may have been moving out of Quissanga. [unconfirmed] 
 
Outside Quissanga, the war has also intensified: 
 
Insurgent bases are being attacked. In addition to the base base between Quissanga and 
Bilibiza, bases in Muidumbe District near the Messalo River, and in the Mbau forest area in 
Mocimboa da Praia, have been attacked. There are reports yesterday of an attack on a base called 
Siria (Facebook Nuno Rogerio 5 May). [There is a serious problem of lack of information. There 
are no details as to what "attack" means, and Carta refers to "bombing", which seems unlikely. The 
location of Siria is confused; some say Mocimboa and others Quissanga, so it is probably one of 
the three bases mentioned above.] 
 
Litingia (Nangade district) was attacked on 4 May, with food supplies looted but no casualties 
reported, (Pinnacle news 5 May) 
 
Natuco (Macomia) on the coast near Mucojo and Pangane: One person decapitated, houses 
burned, goods taken, 30 April. (Carta 4 May) 
 
Responses: motorcycles and cotton support 
 
Recent attacks have been led by insurgents on motorcycles. Much of the fighting in Cabo Delgado 
is being done by the riot police (Rapid Intervention Unit, Unidade de Intervenção Rápida, UIR). 
Police Commander Bernardino Rafael announced that 80 motorcycles would be given to the UIR 
to make them more mobile. Half are already in Quissanga and half in Metuge. 
 
The only cotton concession company in Cabo Delgado is Plexus, a British company, which has 
been in financial trouble. In February its 100 workers went on strike because they had not been 
paid for four months. And Plexus owes money to 48,000 growers whose cotton has not been paid 
for. In all, Plexus said it was $1.5 mn in debt. Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development Celso 
Correia, went to Montepuez 13 February, and promised he would find a solution in two weeks. 
(Noticias 14 Feb) Finally Monday (4 May), seven weeks after the visit, government agreed to give 
$2 mn to Plexus to pay the producers. (TVM, Carta 4 May) 
 
Comment: With a growing war in Cabo Delgado fuelled by rural discontent, it is clearly not wise 
to have another 48,000 angry farmers. Celso Correia is clearly right that the most sensible thing is 
to pay the farmers. Ending the war requires getting money to many more rural people. But it is a 
mark of the government's non-functioning that it appears to have taken Correia seven weeks to get 
agreement to something so obvious. No wonder the war continues. jh 
 
New Cabo Delgado map folder 
 
It is hard to follow and understand the Cabo Delgado war without maps, so we have set up a 
special folder of the best Cabo Delgado maps, most at district level, on 
https://bit.ly/CaboDelgadoMaps. Most of these maps come from Relief Web (UN OCHA). There 
are important differences between maps in how village names in local languages are spelled in 
Portuguese, and there are some errors. 
 
To show how useful maps can be, we suggest a short tour. Start with the Mueda plateau terrain 
(relief) map https://bit.ly/CD-Mueda-plateau. The map shows clearly how the Mueda plateau 
extends east into neighbouring districts. (All maps contain errors and the black dots and labels 
"Nampula" and "Mueda" about one-third up this map are there in error. The map was developed by 
MSF for Cyclone Kenneth and we ignore that as well.) 
 
Next look at a population map of Cabo Delgado bit.ly/CD-TerPopMap which shows population 
concentrated in the south of the province and the Mueda plateau, and large areas with few people.  
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Finally, look at the language map by Translators Without Borders https://bit.ly/CD-language which 
shows the huge diversity of home languages in the coastal areas, that Makonde is the home 
language of the plateau, and that the southern two-thirds of Cabo Delgado is almost entirely 
Makuhwa speaking.  
 
Finally, we have two maps showing attacks so far, ACLED's own map https://bit.ly/CD-ACLED-
Apr20 shows the number of attacks since the start of the war. A map for attacks so far this year by 
ACLED's African analyst, Jasmine Opperman is below and on bit.ly/CD-incidents-Apr20.  
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Research again point to local factors 
 
Three thoughtful and important studies have been just been published by Mozambican think tanks 
on the Cabo Delgado war (all in Portuguese only). They all point to history, and underlying 
differences and inequalities. 
 
João Mosca, director of OMR (Observatório do Meio Rural, Observatory of Rural Environment), 
looks closely at the evolution of the military conflict and its political and social context. (Destaque 
Rural 86) https://omrmz.org/omrweb/download/6856 He concludes (jh translation):  
 
"It is necessary to foresee and combat conflicts with inclusive development, with greater social, 
territorial and ethnic equity in the distribution of resources (small businesses, self-employment, 
increasing access to more and better public services, greater priority to food production and 
security and generation of income in agriculture). Military solutions are not possible and, if they are, 
they entail high human, material and financial costs, without development processes being 
generated. … 
 
"Conflicts always have internal and external factors that, combined, reinforce each other. Since 
national authorities have little influence over external reasons, it is important to eliminate the 
internal factors. In this case, it is poverty, based on different accessibility and control of power, 
resources, basic services to citizens, and small scale business opportunities and investments to 
create jobs and incomes. 
 
"Conflict resolution is not limited to silencing weapons. It includes an effective reconciliation, where 
political, social, economic, spatial, racial, ethnic differences must form the foundation of the wealth 
of plural societies unified by processes of inclusive global development, building unified states of 
several nations. 
 
But he ends with a harsh critique of both Mozambique's government and the international 
community: "Finally, it is known that wars create wealth for national and foreign interest groups and 
often the reasons and motivations are for accessing resources. The Cabo Delgado conflict will be 
no exception. Conflict resolution necessarily involves putting national and people's interests first 
and only. Unfortunately, conflicts articulate geostrategic and economic interests where the main 
beneficiaries are other countries and international capital. Local elites benefit from 'peanuts', 
playing roles against their people. In this perspective, it is important to weaken states and their 
defence and security forces and, in some cases, to create failed States where the institutions begin 
to serve the interests of domestic banditry organized in dominant gangs of the State." 
 
Salvador Forquilha, IESE director, and João Pereira, assistant processor at UEM 
(Universidade Eduardo Mondlane) compared the current war to the 1976-92 war against Renamo.  
http://www.iese.ac.mz/ideias-no-130/ They conclude: "The State's response needs to address and 
give due place to the internal factors of armed violence, crystallized in the multiple ethnic, social, 
political and economic tensions that exist at the local level, to prevent the conflict from not only 
intensifying, but also, eventually, spreading to other areas of northern Mozambique." 
 
They argue that from the first the Renamo's war was linked to external actors and the Cold War. 
On the other hand "in Cabo Delgado, at least at the beginning, there is no evidence of the 
involvement of external state actors and the domestic group, which carries out armed violence, 
with clearly religious pretensions, has local origins, although with contacts outside Mozambique 
and the participation of radical foreigners who settled in locally via marriage. In this sense, one 
cannot look at the Al-Shabaab in Cabo Delgado as a mere external creation, as the official rhetoric 
wants us believe, as was the case with Renano." The claims of Islamic state only began to appear 
in June 2019. 
 
Sérgio Chichava, IESE Scientific Director, details the emergence of "Al Shabaab" in 2015 in 
Macomia district up to the start of the war on 5 October 2017. http://www.iese.ac.mz/ideias-no-129/ 
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In November 2015 there were press reports in both Noticias and Domingo about a confrontation in 
Pangane, on the coast in Macomia. Muslim leaders attempted to prevent sale and consumption of 
alcohol. The police arrested one religious leader, which was opposed by local people. In the 
ensuring confrontation, one policeman was killed. Local people rejected the authority of the locality 
head (the lowest level government appointment), in part because he was Christian and Makonde. 
In some areas in 2016, the influence of "Al Shabaab", as it was already called locally, increased, to 
the point that parents stopped sending their children to state schools.  Many attempts were made 
in the those two years to alert government to the problems of "Al Shabaan", but they were ignored. 
 
Press articles:  There is an interesting article just published by Paolo Israel, associate professor 
in history at the University of the Western Cape, in the Mail & Guardian (4 May) 
https://mg.co.za/article/2020-05-04-making-sense-of-mozambiques-brutal-insurgency/ A BBC 
report by Andrew Harding with a 3 minutes video is on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-
52532741 Harding notes: "Observers say the evolution of the insurgency in Mozambique is 
remarkably similar to Boko Haram's emergence in northern Nigeria, with a marginalised group 
exploiting local grievances, terrorising many communities, but also offering an alternative path for 
unemployed youths frustrated by a corrupt, neglectful and heavy-handed state."  
 
Further reading 
 
There is an extensive discussion about Covid-19 and the war in Cabo Delgado being carried out by 
the independent media and various civil society organisations (CSOs) and think tanks. Almost all of 
it is in Portuguese. (Most English publications are paid, subscription only, including AIM English 
and security company newsletters.) 
 
In English, there are two useful daily newsletters and websites: 
 
Zitimar, Maputo business daily, partial paywall: https://zitamar.com/ and a free newsletter, to 
subscribe: https://zitamarnews.substack.com/ 
Club of Mozambique. https://clubofmozambique.com/ and 
https://clubofmozambique.com/latest-news/  
There is a free daily newsletter, to subscribe: https://us9.list-
manage.com/subscribe?u=6b106b76597725328448194ea&id=d3b369a42d&utm_source=
The+Mozambican+Investor 
 
In Portuguese, there are four main CSOs publishing regularly. 
 
Centro de Integridade Público (CIP): On the home page https://cipmoz.org/ there is a 
newsletter subscription form. Publishes several times a week on governance issues. 
 
Observatório do Meio Rural (OMR): https://omrmz.org/omrweb/ Publishes regularly on 
rural issues, including Covid-19 and the Cabo Delgado war. 
 
Centro Para Democracia e Desenvolvimento (CDD): Home page https://cddmoz.org/ has a 
subscription pop-up. Daily mailings, sometimes including an English summary. 
 
Instituto de Estudos Sociais e Económicos (IESE): an academic development research 
institution, publishing less regularly. https://cddmoz.org/ 
 
And the most useful free Portuguese daily media: 
 
Carta de Moçambique: Well informed business oriented; director is investigative journalist 
Marcelo Mosse. https://cartamz.com/ There is an app and a daily newsletter. 
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@Verdade. http://www.verdade.co.mz/ Editor Adérito Caldeira is one of the best journalists in 
Mozambique, especially on technical issues. To subscribe: http://www.verdade.co.mz/fale-
connosco/newsletter 
 
AIM. Government information agency, with good wide ranging reporting. http://www.aim.org.mz. 
 
Moz24horas: Headed by investigative journalists  Luís Nhachote and Estacios Valo. 
https://www.moz24h.co.mz/ 
 
O Pais: (Partial paywall, can only read first paragraphs). http://opais.sapo.mz/ Also a newsletter: 
http://opais.sapo.mz/subscrever 
 
Other violence 
 
Renamo Junta attacked again in Mozambique's other small war. A bus was shot at on 
Tuesday (5 May) on the main N1 road going north near Muda-Serracao, Manica. Four people were 
injured, one seriously. (STV 5 May) 
 
Six kidnappings this year have been reported. The most recent was in Chimoio of an Indian-
origin businessman Yassin Answar whose car was stopped in the middle of Chimoio by gunfire 
yesterday (5 May). Maputo police spokesperson Juarce Martins confirmed Monday the kidnapping 
of Indian businessman Rizwan Adatia. He runs a chain of shops and supermarkets in nine African 
countries, and was kidnapped in Matola 30 April. His car was blocked in at a traffic light. (Lusa 4 
May, Carta 6 May) 
 
Lost smugglers? Police are investigating a drifting disabled boat towed into Beira. Ten crew 
members, claiming to be from Pakistan, said they were fisherman but that the boat had mechanical 
problems and was drifting helplessly until it was rescued by a Mozambican fishing vessel on 30 
April. Sofala governor Lourenco Bulha said “There are reports that the boat had no cargo, although 
there are signs that, prior to its seizure, the boat was loaded. What were they doing at the 
coordinates where they were found?” (Noticias, AIM, O Pais 5 May) The police suspect that the 
vessel may be connected to the Islamist insurgency, but it is more likely that it was smuggling and 
became disabled after unloading cargo at sea off Cabo Delgado or Nampula. Heroin and other 
goods are smuggled to Mozambique in converted fishing dhows. 
 
And something nice for the people who managed to read to the end. Beaches are 
empty due to the Covid-19 state of emergency and a hippo, which perhaps crossed the border 
from Kwa-Zulu Natal to Mozambique, was filmed frolicking in the empty and crystal-clear sea along 
the beach at Ponta do Ouro. The video, credited to Thiago Fonseca of Golo Agency, was filmed 
using a drone and has "What a wonderful world" as the backing. https://youtu.be/8cOOftCmU_E 
 
========================================= 
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Background reading 
 

Special reports 
Mozambique heroin transit trade 
   English - LSE - http://bit.ly/Moz-heroin 
   Portuguese - Pt - CIP - http://bit.ly/HeroinaPT 
Gas for development? 
   Gas_for_development_or just_for_money?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasEng 
   Gás_para_desenvolvimento_ou_apenas_dinheiro?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasPt 
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Social protection report - 2017 Mozambique - http://bit.ly/MozSocPro 
Special report on four poverty surveys: bit.ly/MozPoverty 
2018 Constitution - http://bit.ly/2KF588T 
Minimum wage and exchange rates 1996-2018 -- http://bit.ly/MinWage18 
$2bn secret debt - in English 
   Kroll - Full report on $2bn debt - http://bit.ly/Kroll-Moz-full 
   Kroll report summary - http://bit.ly/Kroll-sum 
   Key points of Mozambique parliament report - Nov 2016 - http://bit.ly/MozAR-debt-En 
   Following the donor-designed path to Mozambique's $2.2 bn debt - http://bit.ly/3WQ-hanlon 
In Portuguese: 
   Parliamentary Report on the Secret Debt (complete) bit.ly/MozAR-debt 
 
Election study collaboration: We have detailed election data from 1999 through 2014 and are inviting 
scholars to use this data collaboratively. http://bit.ly/MozElData 
Election newsletters are on http://bit.ly/2H066Kg 
 
Eight books by Joseph Hanlon can be downloaded, free: http://bit.ly/Hanlon-books 
Bangladesh confronts climate change (2016) 
Chickens and beer:  A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique (2014) 
Há Mais Bicicletas – mas há desenvolvimento? (2008) 
Moçambique e as grandes cheias de 2000 (2001) 
Paz Sem Beneficio: Como o FMI Bloqueia a Reconstrução (1997) 
Peace Without Profit: How the IMF Blocks Rebuilding (1996) 
Mozambique: Who Calls the Shots (1991) 
Mozambique: The Revolution Under Fire (1984) 
 
Two more will be available shortly to download: 
Apartheid’s 2nd Front (1986) 
Mozambique and the Great Flood of 2000 
 
These are still available for sale: 
Galinhas e cerveja: uma receita para o crescimento (2014) (free in English) 
Zimbabwe takes back its land (2013) 
Just Give Money to the Poor: The Development Revolution from the Global South (2010) 
Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? (2008) (free in Portuguese)  
Beggar Your Neighbours: Apartheid Power in Southern Africa (1986) 
========= 
Mozambique media websites, Portuguese: 
  Notícias: www.jornalnoticias.co.mz  
  O País: www.opais.co.mz  
  @Verdade: http://www.verdade.co.mz  
  Carlos Serra Diário de um sociologo: http://oficinadesociologia.blogspot.com 
Mozambique media websites, English: 
  Club of Mozambique: http://clubofmozambique.com/ 
  Zitamar: http://zitamar.com/ 
  Macauhub English: http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/ 
  AIM Reports:  www.poptel.org.uk/mozambique-news  
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