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Cautious steps toward
peace and elections

President Filipe Nyusi is playing a multi-level chess game with his own party and military as well as
with the Renamo opposition, with initial moves being made at the Frelimo Congress this week and
in the days before.

Some in Frelimo worry that the party structures have become corrupt and complacent, and that
there is a danger that Frelimo could do badly in municipal elections in October 2018 and national
elections in October 2019. With endemic corruption, the $2 billion debt scandal, and a lack of
poverty reduction in rural areas, could there be a Trump/Brexit-like backlash against the
establishment party, Frelimo?

In a speech to the Congress on Wednesday Nyusi noted that in the 2014 presidential election
Frelimo won only 2.8 million votes (58%) when they party claimed it had 4.2 million members. He
also noted that the number of Frelimo parliamentary deputies fell from 191 elected in 2009 to 144
in 2014. (AIM En 27 Sep)

On Tuesday Nyusi told the Congress that “zero tolerance towards corruption must begin in our own
ranks. ... It should be the norm from the top to the grass roots. Nobody should abuse their position.
This Congress should be proof that such abuses — bribery, extortion, and all other violations — must
not go unpunished”. Nyusi declared “under the rule of law, leaders must first serve the people and
the country. If we were able to overcome colonial rule, we have to be able to win the battle against
corruption ... We don’t want to be part of a society where the rich suffocate the poor”. (Aim En 26
Sep)

Secret debt documents and report:

Kroll audit Executive Summary http://bit.ly/Kroll-sum

Parliamentary Report on the Secret Debt (complete, in Portuguese) bit.ly/MozAR-debt

Key points from the Parliamentary Report on the Secret Debt http://bit.ly/MozAR-debt-En
Mozambique should not pay the hidden debt http://bit.ly/Moz-do-not-pay

Following the donor-designed path to the $2.2 billion secret debt http://bit.ly/3WQ-hanlon

Other books and reports:

Local media monitoring of Mozambique elections (background of election newsletters)
http://bit.ly/LSE-newsletter

Chickens and beer: A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique book by Teresa
Smart and Joseph Hanlon, free English download http://bit.ly/chickens-beer

Ha mais bicicletas - mas ha desenvolvimento? book by Joseph Hanlon and Teresa Smart,
free Portuguese download http://bit.ly/Mais-bicicletas

Gas for development or just for money? http://bit.ly/MozGasEn

Minimum wages & exchange rates 1996-2017 http://bit.lv/MinWaqge2017
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Integrating Renamo
into the military

There seems broad agreement that there will be elected provincial governors and that a
constitutional amendment could go to parliament this year. The other part of Renamo head Afonso
Dhlakama's demands is more difficult - integration of Renamo into sufficiently senior posts in the
military, police, and SISE to prevent future assassination attempts against Dhlakama.

Speaking at a ceremony in the General Staff headquarters in Maputo Sunday, Nyusi talked about
the peace talks with Renamo, which "have achieved encouraging results." He continued: "In this
process there will be a need to take some measures that should have the Armed Forces as the
main actors. This is how the need for your self-discipline, insight, agility and adaptability is
emphasized, ... even if tactical goals are sometimes sacrificed to achieve strategic goals." And he
said that "in peace we can prepare the Armed Forces for new missions" and stressed "the ability to
adapt to historical moments must always be present and well rooted in all levels of the Armed
Forces."

It was a clear message to the military that a peace deal with Renamo and integration of Renamo
forces is expected and will mean radical changes.

Comments:

Corruption: Although there have been many anti-corruption statements, this is the first one from
Nyusi explicitly pointing to corruption at the top. He clearly feels the need to at least admit high
level corruption, but will it be only rhetoric? The test will be if he moves against three protected
people highlighted by Kroll: Anténio Carlos do Rosario, the senior official of the security services
(Servigo de Informagdes e Seguranga do Estado, SISE) and CEO of the three companies,
Prolndicus, MAM and Ematum; Deputy Finance Minister Maria Isaltina de Sales Lucas who,
despite being highlighted in the Kroll report, remains the main finance ministry link with the World
Bank and IMF; and former finance minister Manuel Chang. jh

Weak military? After the 1992 peace accord, then President Joaquim Chissano and Frelimo
followed a policy of keeping a weak military, in part to ensure no threat of a military coup. Since
2000 the military has gained in strength and political power. But, as Nyusi suggests, Renamo is the
only enemy. A peace accord means there is little role for the army. Is his statement suggesting a
return to the era of a weak peace-time army? Creating an integrated army command modelled on
the mixed-party National Elections Commission would indeed create a weak army in which there
could be no rapid decision making and thus it would not be a threat. Although senior Frelimo
people could accept a non-party weak army, there are more problems with the riot police (UIR)
which has actually been fighting the war against Renamo and the security services. Dhlakama
clearly wants those neutralised as well. Can Frelimo accept that? jh

Peace for debt? There is a hard core in Frelimo that still wants the Savimbi solution - simply
killing Dhlakama - and thus he is right to want strong assurances of his security. There is a larger
group that recognises that Dhlakama has become a good campaigner and therefore would like to
keep him in the bush and prevent him from campaigning in municipal elections in October 2018,
and want to do that by spinning out the peace talks so Dhlakama remains in the bush in
Gorongosa and not on the campaign trail. On the other hand, it appears that Nyusi wants a peace
deal in the next six months, as Dhlakama has demanded.

Nothing explicit has been said so far at the Congress about the $2 billion secret debt, and the
government is under pressure from the IMF to say where the money went, and from some donors
to name the guilty people. A new Political Commission will be elected at the Congress, with more
Nyusi allies and fewer members linked to former president Armando Guebuza. And it will be
negotiations within the new Political Commission that will set the terms on both the debt and any
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peace deal. Some of the hard liners against peace are also linked to the debt. Is there a possible
informal deal, in which Dhlakama is given a weak army and some people inside the UIR and SISE,
in exchange for nothing more being said in public about the $2 bn? jh

A repeat of the end of colonialism

The economic crisis in Portugal sent a flood of Portuguese, some with government subsidies, to
Mozambique to try to earn a living. Since they tended to be the people who could not get jobs in
Portugal, many also failed in Mozambique, and returned to Portugal. There were many new
Portuguese restaurants in Maputo, but the economic crisis in Mozambique sent many of the
Portuguese back to Portugal, making it hard for the restaurant operators.

Earlier this month, it was reported that André Martins of Leiria, Portugal, operator for four years of
the Coculucho restaurant on Av 24 de Julho in Maputo, had closed his restaurant on 3 June,
officially for holiday. But without saying anything to his staff, he totally smashed up the inside of the
restaurant and all of its equipment, and returned to Portugal, abandoning his car at the airport. The
destruction was only discovered when the owner of the building who was not being paid rent finally
broke open the door. (AIM Pt 6 Sep)

It is a repeat of what happened 42 years ago at the end of colonialism. Tens of thousands of
Portuguese returned "home". But the did not go quietly. Business owners destroyed equipment
and anything that could be smashed; where equipment was too big to destroy, they burned the
maintenance manuals and records. Employees would arrive on Monday morning to find the boss
had gone and the business was destroyed. This systematic destruction made it much harder for
Frelimo to restart the economy.

The arrogance of many arriving Portuguese who believed that nothing had changed and that with
no skills they could still take over, suggested an idea of recolonization. The demise of the
Coculucho restaurant suggests some are departing in the same way.
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Previous newsletters and other Mozambique material are posted on bit.ly/mozamb

Election study collaboration: We have detailed election data from 1999 through 2014
and are inviting scholars to use this data collaboratively. http://bit.ly/MozElecData

Other books and reports by Joseph Hanlon

Special report on four poverty surveys: bit.ly/MozPoverty

Comment: something will turn up: http://bit.ly/28SN7QP

Oxfam blog on Bill Gates & chickens:
http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/will-bill-gates-chickens-end-african-poverty/

Bangladesh confronts climate change: Keeping our heads above water
by Manoj Roy, Joseph Hanlon and David Hulme Published by Anthem Press
http://www.anthempress.com/bangladesh-confronts-climate-change-pb

Chickens and beer: A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique by Teresa Smart
and Joseph Hanlon In pdf format, 6 Mb file, free on http://bit.ly/chickens-beer
E-book for Kindle and iPad, http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOONRZXXKE
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Galinhas e cerveja: uma receita para o crescimento

by Teresa Smart & Joseph Hanlon.

Copies are in Maputo bookshops (Karibu at airport, Livaria UEM, Bazar Pariso, Mivany) or from
KAPICUA, which recently moved to Av de Maguiguana (nr Lenine), Maputo; Tel: +258 21 413 201.
Telm.: +258 823 219 950 E-mail: kapicuadir@tdm.co.mz / kapicuacom@tdm.co.mz

Outside Mozambique, we have a few copies we can send from London. Please e-mail j.hanlon@open.ac.uk.

Zimbabwe takes back its land

by Joseph Hanlon, Jeanette Manjengwa & Teresa Smart is now available from the publishers
https://www.rienner.com/title/Zimbabwe Takes Back Its Land also as an e-book and
http://www.jacana.co.za/book-categories/current-affairs-a-history/zimbabwe-takes-back-it-s-land-detail

Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? by Joseph Hanlon & Teresa Smart
is available from the publisher http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewltem.asp?idProduct=13503
Ha mais bicicletas - mas ha desenvolvimento? free download of Portuguese edition (5 Mb)

Just Give Money to the Poor: The Development Revolution from the Global South
by Joseph Hanlon, Armando Barrientos, and David Hulme
Most of this book can be read on the web tinyurl.com/justgivemoney

NOTE OF EXPLANATION:

One mailing list is used to distribute two publications, both edited by Joseph Hanlon. This is my own sporadic
"News reports & clippings”, which is entirely my own responsibility. This list is also used to distribute the
Mozambique Political Process Bulletin, published by CIP and AWEPA, but those organisations are not linked
to "News reports & clippings” Joseph Hanlon

Mozambique media websites, Portuguese:

Noticias: www.jornalnoticias.co.mz

O Pais: www.opais.co.mz

@Verdade: http://www.verdade.co.mz

Diario de Mogambique (Beira): http://www.diariodemocambique.co.mz

Carlos Serra Diario de um sociologo: http://oficinadesociologia.blogspot.com
Mozambique media websites, English:

Club of Mozambique: http://clubofmozambique.com/

Rhula weekly newsletter: http://www.rhula.net/news-announcements.html

Zitamar: http://zitamar.com/

Macauhub English: http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/

AIM Reports: www.poptel.org.uk/mozambique-news

This mailing is the personal responsibility of Joseph Hanlon, and does not necessarily represent the views of the Open
University.
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