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Venâncio Mondlane & Samora Machel Jr 
challenged;     CNE meeting today, 

but f inal decision only in September 
he candidacy of Venâncio Mondlane as head of the Renamo list and the entire list of 
Samora Machel Jr's AJUDEM, both in Maputo, are being re-considered this afternoon 

(Sunday 19 August) by the CNE, following challenges. But appeals to the Constitutional 
Council are likely, meaning no clarity until September on the key Maputo election.  

 

The CNE meeting began Saturday and 
adjourned without agreement, and was scheduled 
to resume at 15.00 today, Sunday 19 August. 

MDM alleges that Mondlane's candidacy is 
invalid because he stood down from the municipal 
assembly in 2015 when he was elected to 
parliament. And four candidates for Samora Machel 
Jr's AJUDEM list claim they were included in the 
list against the will, and that their signatures were 
forged. A list must have as many candidates as 
there are seats in the assembly plus at least three 
alternates - for Maputo 67 (64 + 3). It is now too 
late to submit new candidates. AJUDEM's list has 
68, so if the four are removed, the list falls and 
AJUDEM (and Samora Jr) cannot stand. 

Appeals could take 3 weeks 
There are two levels of appeals. The loser of the 
Mondlane protest first appeals again to the CNE. 
Similarly, if AJUDEM is rejected, the first appeal is 
to the CNE. In both cases, the second CNE 
decision can be appealed to the Constitutional 
Council (CC). Appellants have 3 days (including 
weekends) to appeal, the CNE has 3 days to rule, 
then there are 3 days to appeal to the CC. The 
appeal to the CC is filed with the CNE, which then 
has 5 days to respond. After that, the CC then has 

5 days to rule. This means it could take 3 weeks, or 
into the second week of September, to resolve 
these issues. The electoral campaign begins 15 
days before voting, on 25 September. 

MDM challenge 
to Venâncio Mondlane 
The electoral law says that a candidate cannot 
have resigned from the municipal assembly in the 
previous mandate. Both Venâncio Mondlane, head 
of the Renamo list in Maputo, and Silvério 
Ronguane, head of the MDM list in Matola, stood 
down from municipal assemblies after they were 
elected members of the national parliament for 
MDM in 2014. 

Last week the CNE said they could not take 
official cognisance of the case, and they could only 
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act if there was a protest. So when the lists were 
published Friday, MDM officially protested against 
Mondlane (even though a ruling in its favour would 
also affect Ronguane, its own candidate). In the 
CNE meeting yesterday, Renamo members 
defended Mondlane, and the decision was deferred 
to the meeting this afternoon. A decision will be 
known Monday, 20 Aug. The decision rests on an 
arcane issue, as to whether the new electoral law 
can be applied to a 2015 resignation. 

Samora Machel Jr list at risk 
After the AJUDEM list was published Friday, four 
members alleged that they had not agreed to be 
included and had not signed the key documents. In 
effect they are alleging forgery of their signatures 
and falsification of documents, which is an electoral 

crime punishable by 2 to 8 years in prison. But 
such a crime must be prosecuted by the Attorney 
General, not the CNE. 

The electoral law does not mention this issue of 
falsified documents, which leaves the CNE in a 
conundrum. It has the task of assessing the validity 
of the five documents each candidate must submit, 
but how does it respond to a claim of falsification - 
which is a criminal offense outside the normal 
ambit of the CNE.  

So the CNE could accept the letters as declining 
to stand, and reject the AJUDEM list. Of they could 
reject the letters, either as claiming a criminal 
offense that the CNE cannot rule on, or on the 
grounds that the letters do not meet the rules for 
candidates desisting. In which case, the list would 
stand and go forward. 

Long bal lot  papers in Maputo,  Matola ,  Nampula  
as municipal  e lect ions attract  inte rest  

lections of municipal assemblies (and therefore mayors) on 10 October has attracted 
significant interest from smaller parties, coalitions and citizens llsts. Only the three parties 

with national parliamentary seats, Frelimo, Renamo and MDM, are standing in all 53 
municipalities. But in 15 municipalities there will be others. A total of 13 parties and groups will 
compete in Maputo city, 8 in Matola, and 7 in Nampula city. A new party AMUSI, which 
appeared for the first time in the Nampula mayoral by-election in January, is standing in all 7 
municipalities in Nampula province.  

Final lists still subject to challenge were 
announced by the National Elections Commission 
on Friday. Citizens lists are allowed to register 
locally, and two lists were accepted Monday but 
only informed to the CNE later last week. They are 
Cidadãos Eleitores Apartidários de Nacala (Non-
party voters of Nacala, CEAN) standing in Nacala, 
and Associação Moçambicana de Amor a Justiça, 
Paz e Solidariedade (Mozambican Association for 
Love, Justice, Peace and Solidaraity, AMAJPS) 
standing in Nampula city. 

Two small parties that the CNE announced on 
Tuesday 14 August as having submitted lists in fact 
had their lists rejected, and will not stand. The are 
Partido Movimento Alternativo de Moçambique 
(PANAMO) and Movimento Nacional para 
Recuperação da Unidade Moçambicana 
(MONARUMO). The CNE gave no explanation. 

In 2013, Renamo did not stand, and across the 
53 municipalities, Frelimo and MDM won all but 9 
seats. PAHUMO won 1 seat in Nampula city and is 
standing again there. In Angoche in 2013 
ASSEMONA came second with 24% of the vote 
and won 7 seats, showing that a citizens list can 
have an impact; it not standing again, but some of 
its activists seem to have moved in AMUSI which is 
standing in all seven Nampula municipalities. In the 
24 January Nampula by-election both PAHUMO 
and AMUSI had candidates; AMUSI gained 4.3% 
of the votes and PAHUMO only 0.8%. A citizens list 
which won a single seat in Chiure, Cabo Delgado, 
is not standing again. In 2013 there were 12 lists 
standing in Maputo city, 9 in Matola, 5 in Nampula, 
similar to this year. And that could have an impact 
in a close race - in Maputo in 2013 the 10 small 
parties and citizens lists won 3.05% of the vote. 

E 

Detailed coverage of 2018 municipal and 2019 national elections is again being provided by the 
Mozambique Political Process Bulletin, which has covered all of Mozambique's multi-party 

elections. We will have a large team of local journalists throughout the country, ensuring that our 
reports are accurate and verified. 

The elections newsletter is also in Portuguese;  para subscrever http://eepurl.com/cYjhdb 
Previous issues of this year's newsletter are available on http://cipmoz.org:9000/elections2018/  
Newsletters from 2013 local elections and 2014 national elections are on http://bit.ly/2H066Kg 
There are two archives of historic elections data, at IESE on http://www.iese.ac.mz/eleicoes-

resultados/ and at London School of Economics on http://bit.ly/MozElData 
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Municipalities with more than the 3 main parties standing 
Municipality Parties, coalitions and citizens lists  

Maputo cidade e província 

Maputo cidade 
Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, SCM, PVM, UE, AJUDEM, CAD, PASOMO, E-POVO, 

PPPM, PDM, JPC 
13 

Matola Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, PVM, AJUDEM, PJDM, E-POVO, PDM 8 

Namacha Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, ANRAN, PDM 5 

Boane Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, PJDM 4 

Nampula província 

Nampula cidade Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, PLDS, AMUSI, PAHUMO, AMAJPS 7 

Nacala porto Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, PLDS, AMUSI, CEAN 6 

Angoche Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, PLDS, AMUSI 5 

Malema Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, AMUSI 4 

Ribaue Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, AMUSI 4 

Monapo Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, AMUSI 4 

Ilha de Moçambique Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, AMUSI 4 

Others  

Mocuba, Zambézia Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, CAD 4 

Beira, Sofala Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, E-POVO 4 

Maxixe, Inhambane Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, PAHUMO 4 

Cuamba, Niassa Frelimo, Renamo, MDM, PDM 4 

 



2018 Local Election - Mozambique Political Process Bulletin  41 - 19 August 2018 4 

 

Parties standing in all 53 municipalities 
Frelimo Partido Frelimo  53 

Renamo Partido Renamo  53 

MDM Movimento Democrático de Moçambique   53 

Parties, coalitions, and citizens lists 
standing in some municipalities Municipalities  

SCM Solidariedade Cívica de Moçambique  Cidade de Maputo.  1 

ANRAN  
Associação dos Naturais, Residentes, 
Residentes e Amigos de Namaacha 

Namaacha. 1 

PLDS  
Partido Liberal para o Desenvolvimento 
Sustentável  

Nacala-Porto, Angoche e Cidade de 
Nampula. 3 

AMUSI 
Partido Accão do Movimento Unido para a 
Salvação Integral 

Malema, Ribaue, Nacala-Porto, Monapo, 
Ilha de Moçambique, Angoche e Cidade de 
Nampula.  

7 

PVM Partido os Verdes de Moçambique Cidade de Maputo e Matola. 2 

UE Coligação União Eleitoral Cidade de Maputo.  1 

AJUDEM  
Associação Juvenil para o Desenvolvimento 
de Moçambique  

Cidade de Maputo e Matola. 2 

CAD Coligação Aliança Democrática Cidade de Maputo e Mocuba.  2 

PJDM 
Partido de Justiça Democrática de 
Moçambique 

Matola e Boane.  2 

PASOMO Partido de Ampliação Social de Moçambique  Cidade de Maputo.  1 

E-POVO Coligação Esperança do Povo Cidade de Maputo, Matola e Beira.  3 

PPPM Partido Progresso do Povo Moçambicano  Cidade de Maputo. 1 

PAHUMO Partido Humanitário de Moçambique  Cidade de Nampula, Maxixe.   2 

PDM  
Partido para o Desenvolvimento de 
Moçambique  

Cidade de Maputo, Matola, Namaacha e 
Cuamba.  4 

JPC  Associação Juntos Pela Cidade  Cidade de Maputo.  1 

CEAN Cidadãos Eleitores Apartidários de Nacala Cidade de Nacala-Porto. 1 

AMAJPS 
Associação Moçambicana de Amor a 
Justiça, Paz e Solidariedade 

Cidade de Nampula.  1 

 
 
 
 
 


