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Welcome to this bite-sized edition of
the Sustainability Newsletter.

We hope it provides an easy-to-read overview of sustainability activities across
the OU. If you'd like to dive deeper into any topic, just click the links within each
story.

Sustainability Spotlight

Cut down on unnecessary “thank you” emails to help reduce digital carbon. A
simple Outlook emoji reaction can acknowledge a message just as effectively,
and with a much smaller footprint. If you’d like to encourage others, you can
even add a gentle note to your email signature, such as:

“No need to thank me. Thousands of tonnes of carbon a year could be saved if
UK workers sent one less ‘thank you’ email a day. Please accept my thank you in
advance.”

News, resources & engagement
opportunities

Educators worldwide can sign up now until 31 March 2026 to join the SDG
Teach In, an annual campaign encouraging teachers and trainers to
embed the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals into their
learning activities.

New report from EAUC on the state of the sector - The State of the Sector
2025 research provides the clearest, most up-to-date picture of
sustainability across further and higher education in the UK and Ireland.
Based on responses from over 120 institutions, it shows how sustainability
is now embedded in strategies and expectations.

The Association for Quality Economics is a student membership body
emerging in 2026 following a collaboration between three Universities (OU,
Southampton and Edinburgh) with Students Organising for Sustainability
(a spin out from the NUS) and the Environmental Association of
Universities and Colleges (the umbrella body for FE/HE sustainability).

http://localhost:3000/decode_hex/68747470733a2f2f707265766965772e6d61696c65726c6974652e636f6d2f673069376e3374347233
https://company.ovo.com/think-before-you-thank-if-every-brit-sent-one-less-thank-you-email-a-day-we-would-save-16433-tonnes-of-carbon-a-year-the-same-as-81152-flights-to-madrid/
https://sos-uk.org/programme/sdg-teach-in/
https://www.eauc.org.uk/resources/resource/state-of-the-sector-2025:-sustainability-in-post-16-education


There will be a formal launch at the Houses of Parliament on 21 April 2026.
To learn more visit PSRB and the climate emergency.

Dates for your green diary
Join Butterfly Conservation at the Milton Keynes campus on Saturday, 7
March, 2026, 10:15am–1:00pm, for a hands‑on introduction to UKBMS
butterfly survey methods. Perfect for beginners and experienced recorders
alike, this session will help build confidence, answer questions, and
connect you with fellow enthusiasts.

AUDE events are free for OU staff, with several climate‑focused sessions
coming up. Highlights include Climate Adaptation across Glasgow City
Region (23 March), Climate Adaptation Planning at the University of
Nottingham (24 March), Climate Resilient Development at Oxford Brookes
(25 March), and Responding to the Climate and Biodiversity Crisis (1 April).

EAUC events are free for OU staff (you can sign up here) Upcoming
sessions include the Biodiversity Community of Practice (9 March), the
Ireland Branch Meeting (11 March), the Future of Tertiary Education in
Wales workshop (12 March), and the EAUC Scotland Conference (31
March)

Designing Circular Food Supply Chains: Upcycling Food Loss and Waste
into Sustainable Feed - Wednesday, 6 May, 14:00–15:00. A concise
introduction to circular‑economy approaches that transform food loss
and waste into valuable resources. Ideal for anyone interested in
sustainable food systems and exploring new ways to retain value in the
supply chain.

Help us share your positive news
New Sustainability learning materials are now available on My Learning
Centre for Sustainability including a new Course: An introduction to digital
sustainability.

Sustainability is Everyone's job
EAUC are developing new guidance on AI and sustainability and are
looking for contributors from across the sector. If you have insights or
examples of best practice to share, you can get involved here.

The UK and Ireland Green Gown Awards return this year, with applications
set to open on 14 April. Start thinking about the projects and initiatives you
might want to put forward and share it with us: sustainability@open.ac.uk

Get involved

https://openuniv.sharepoint.com/sites/intranet-sustainability/Pages/PSRB-and-the-climate-emergency.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ukbms-standardised-survey-methodology-for-butterflies-tickets-1983193827123?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.aude.ac.uk/eventbooking/view?id=8215
https://www.aude.ac.uk/eventbooking/view?id=8183
https://www.aude.ac.uk/eventbooking/view?id=8216
https://www.aude.ac.uk/eventbooking/view?id=8226
https://eauc.org.uk/home
https://university.open.ac.uk/sustainability/get-involved/staff
https://www.eauc.org.uk/eventbooking/view?id=62
https://www.eauc.org.uk/eventbooking/view?id=70
https://www.eauc.org.uk/eventbooking/view?id=95
https://www.eauc.org.uk/eventbooking/view?id=67
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/a49e93a7-998c-438f-a377-056f842cceb1@0e2ed455-96af-4100-bed3-a8e5fd981685
https://thelearningcentre.learningpool.com/totara/dashboard/index.php?id=220
https://thelearningcentre.learningpool.com/course/view.php?id=6836
https://www.eauc.org.uk/resources/resource/contribute-to-our-ai-and-sustainability-guidance-
https://www.eauc.org.uk/green-gown-awards/uk-and-ireland/
mailto:sustainability@open.ac.uk
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