OU Research degrees: Additional guidance on proof of English
Recognised majority English-speaking countries: citizens and degree-holders
The UK government recognises certain countries as majority English speaking and nationals of these countries are exempt from any additional English requirements. These countries are:
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· Antigua and Barbuda
· Australia
· the Bahamas
· Barbados
· Belize
· the British Overseas Territories
· Canada*
· Dominica
· Grenada
· Guyana
· Ireland
· Jamaica
· Malta
· New Zealand
· St Kitts and Nevis
· St Lucia
· St Vincent and the Grenadines
· Trinidad and Tobago
· United Kingdom
· United States of America

If your degree was awarded from a university in any of the countries listed above (excluding Canada) then your degree certificate will serve as sufficient proof of your English language competence.
If your degree was from a country NOT listed as ‘recognised English-speaking’
Applicants will need to apply for an English Language Proficiency Statement (ELPS) from Ecctis. The Ecctis website provides information about the application process, including costs and document requirements. Your university will need to verify some of these documents so we strongly recommend alerting them prior to your application to Ecctis.
If your application for an English Language Proficiency Statement is successful, you will be provided with a certificate and unique reference code. The Open University will require a copy of your certificate but successful applicants who require a student visa will need to supply the reference code with their visa application.  
If you proved your English in a previous visa application
If you previously demonstrated your English competency for a previous, successful visa application, you may not need to provide further proof of your English competence. Eligible UK visas are:
Graduate visa
Indefinite leave to remain
Innovator/Founder
Mister of Religion
Pre-settled status
Settled status
Skilled worker
Student visa
You can prove your current immigration status using a share code. We ask that you generate a new share code for us to check. This will not invalidate any existing codes but helps ensure that your code does not expire before we undertake our checks. Please also ensure that you select ‘another reason’ when asked what the code is for (i.e. not for employment or right to rent). 
If your visa is not current, then you will need to provide proof of your immigration status in another way. For example, by providing a scan of your Biometric Residence Permit (BRP card) or a copy of the letter from UK Visas and Immigration when your visa was granted. 
Secure English Language Tests (SELT)
Applicants who do not fulfil any of the criteria listed above will be expected to undertake a Secure English Language Test (SELT) prior to application. Our preferred providers are IELTS and LanguageCert; for other providers, please contact the Graduate School (graduate-school@open.ac.uk).
· Certificates must be dated within 2 years of course start date
· Tests must have been undertaken at a UKVI-approved test centre
· The minimum scores are:
· IELTS: At least 6.5 overall with no less than 6.0 in any individual category
· LanguageCert: At least 70 overall with no less than 60 in any individual category
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