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[bookmark: _Toc207621235]PGR Student Training 
The Graduate School training programme aims to provide The Open University (OU) postgraduate research students with a broad range of training and networking opportunities. The programme is divided into two parts - Core Training which deals with research skills, and PACE (Professional Academic Communication in English) which addresses academic communication.
Training is facilitated by OU staff and academics from across the University and it is open to: all postgraduate research students (PGRs) registered at The Open University; our Affiliated Research Centres (ARCs); and Doctoral Training Partnership (DTP) institutions.
[bookmark: _Toc207621236]Live training and recordings
Most of our training is delivered live online via MS Teams, and recorded for students who are not able to attend live. A few full-day workshops are delivered face-to-face only and these are usually not recorded.
Getting Started sessions for new PGRs are delivered in a hybrid format- you can either attend in person, or via MS Teams. 
Students can access previous workshop materials and recordings on the Graduate School Training Teams site.
[bookmark: _Toc207621237]Online training materials
In addition to our live training sessions, a range of self-contained online training materials are available. These are designed for you to work through remotely at your own pace (see page 9). 
[bookmark: _Toc173938666][bookmark: _Toc207621238]
The Core Training programme
The Core Training programme is informed by the Vitae Researcher Development Framework which is a nationally-recognised framework of professional skills for researchers.
Core training is organised into six topics:
[bookmark: _Toc173938667][bookmark: _Toc207621239]1 Getting started on your research degree
How to get started on your research degree
Planning and managing your research project
Academic writing at doctoral level
Getting started with your literature review
Planning your training and skills development
Managing your wellbeing as a PGR
Getting the most out of the OU
[bookmark: _Toc173938668][bookmark: _Toc207621240]2 Becoming a professional researcher
Managing professional relationships
Understanding the UK Higher Education sector
Research integrity and ethics 
Applying to the OU HREC for research with human participants
Intellectual property, GDPR and copyright in your research
Doing a PhD in the UK
[bookmark: _Toc173938669]All your own work? Avoiding accidental plagiarism
[bookmark: _Toc207621241]3 Designing your research
The role of research questions and thesis scoping in the doctorate
Introduction to research philosophies
Introduction to quantitative social research design 
Introduction to qualitative social research design
Designing a mixed-methods project
Researching sensitive issues
Interdisciplinary research collaborations
Safety and integrity in fieldwork
Using engaged research design to plan for, generate and evidence feedback
[bookmark: _Toc173938670][bookmark: _Toc207621242]4 Collecting and analysing your data 
Using storytelling methodologies in qualitative research
Online interviewing
Creative research methods- introduction
Creative research methods- workshop
Using systems diagrams as learning devices in research 
Statistics training for research students
Introducing quantitative data analysis
Surviving your quantitative data analysis
Systematic literature reviewing as a research method

Do I need NVivo?
NVivo for beginners (six sessions) 
[bookmark: _Toc173938671][bookmark: _Toc207621243]5 Communicating your research
Using NVivo for your literature review
Working with long documents in Word
Preparing conference presentations
Preparing a conference poster
Photography for research communication 
Early publication opportunities (including The Conversation, OpenLearn)
Social Media for Impact
Academic presentation skills (PACE block 3, sessions 1-3)
PACE mini-conference (PACE block 3, session 4)
The unintended consequences of using AI in academic publishing
[bookmark: _Toc173938672][bookmark: _Toc207621244]6 Developing your career
Teaching skills for HE 1: Introduction to teaching in UK HE
Teaching skills for HE 2: Principles of pedagogy
Teaching skills for HE 3: Small group teaching and classroom management
Teaching skills for HE 4: Student presentations
Writing for OU module production (six-week course in partnership with WELS-Faculty of Wellbeing, Education and Language Studies)

Identifying and commercialising intellectual property
Addressing employability after the PhD
Careers: Notes from industry
Policy training for doctoral students
Quality management in the STEM laboratory
Employability: careers support resources Q&A
Working in industry when you have a STEM PhD
[bookmark: _Toc207621245]Online training modules
We have produced a set of online training modules with key topics from the Core Training Programme. These are specifically designed for distance-learning PGRs. The modules are designed for you to work through remotely at your own pace, and each is divided into a number of units. You can either work through a whole module, or select just the units that are most relevant to your current training needs. You’ll receive a certificate of completion for each unit or module you complete, which you can use to evidence your progress towards your development goals.
Module 1: Getting started on your PhD (enrolment key- RS1-gsn2u9c6t!)
Module 2: Becoming a professional researcher (enrolment key- RS2-gsn2u&w5?f)
Module 3: Designing your research (enrolment key- RS3-gsn;g/x<8=)
Module 4: Approaches to data collection (enrolment key- RS4-gsn4pk;t(:)

[bookmark: _Toc207621246]Professional Academic Communication in English (PACE)
PACE is our flagship training programme in academic communication which provides training in academic reading, writing, and presenting for students at all stages of their research degrees. PACE is managed by Dr Julia Molinari, an experienced writer and facilitator who completed her PhD on academic writing at Nottingham University. Julia is the author of ‘What Makes Writing Academic: Rethinking Theory for Practice’ (Bloomsbury 2022).
PACE consists of: PACE Workshops; a PACE Writing Circle and 1-2-1 Writing Consultations.  All bookable on PGRM – use series links below or go to PGRM. All recordings and presentations are available on the PACE Space. 
[bookmark: _Toc207621247]PACE Workshops – Blocks 1-3
Three blocks of taught workshops, go to the chronological list further below or follow direct links to relevant series:
PACE Workshops Block 1 Reading for doctoral research (pre-upgrade) 2025-6
PACE Workshops Block 2 Writing the doctorate (post-upgrade to pre-Viva) 2025-6
PACE Workshops Block 3 Presenting your research (post-upgrade to pre-Viva) 2025-6
[bookmark: _PACE_Writing_Circle][bookmark: _Toc207621248]
PACE Writing Circle
PACE Writing Circle 2025-26 for sharing work in progress.
	When
	Time
	Where

	06 November
	10.30-12.30
	Online only

	04 December
	10.30-12.30
	Online only

	08 January                    
	10.30-12.30
	Online only

	05 February
	10.30-12.30
	Online only

	05 March
	10.30-12.30
	Online only

	02 April
	10.30-12.30
	Online only

	07 May
	10.30-12.30
	Online only

	04 June
	10.30-12.30
	Online only

	02 July
	10.30-12.30
	Online only





[bookmark: _PACE_1-1_Writing_1][bookmark: _Toc207621249]PACE 1-1 Writing Consultations 
PACE 1-1 consultations 2025-26 where PGRs can discuss their research communication needs.
	When
	Time
	Where

	15 October
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	22 October
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	29 October
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	05 November
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	07 January
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	14 January
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	21 January
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	28 January
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	25 February
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	04 March
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	11 March
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only

	18 March
	14.00-15.00 and 15.30-16.30
	Online only




[bookmark: _Toc207621250]Planning and booking training
PGR students should discuss their training needs and skills development plan with their supervisor and can use PGRM to find and book the best training to match the plan. PGRM is searchable and filters such as ‘Skills’ are very useful. The document PGR Manager: Planning and booking your training contains more guidance.  
PGR Manager contains a full training calendar, learning objectives, training description, facilitator(s), and locations. Training and events listed are internal, e.g. organised by Graduate School or a Faculty. Most events are open to all and students are requested to book training places on PGR Manager in advance to enable facilitators to plan session activities. If there are any access issues please contact the Graduate School or go to the relevant training session Teams link - use the Location link field in PGRM, or the GS Training Teams channel. 
All events are subject to updates and changes so please check PGR Manager and the GS Training Teams site for the latest information. 
[bookmark: _Toc207621251]Part-time students and February 2026 starters
Key sessions in the Getting Started series will be delivered twice - in October and February so all students can benefit. 
[bookmark: _Toc207621252]Cancellations and changes
Bookings can be cancelled on PGR Manager. Please cancel your booking if you can no longer attend a session.
[bookmark: _Toc207621253]Other sources of training information
Research skills is available on the Graduate School Network 
PGR Manager Advice
Graduate School Digest – events and PGRs news, emailed fortnightly
PGR Community Team
Graduate School Facebook page 
Bluesky: @ougradsch.bsky.social; @pacespaceou.bsky.social 
PGR Manager: Planning and booking your training
[bookmark: _Toc207621254]Any questions?
Please post a message on the Graduate School Network Teams site or email RDP@open.ac.uk.


[bookmark: _2024-25_training_by][bookmark: _Toc207621255]2025-26 training by date
Graduate School training usually takes place AM/Morning – 10.30-12.30 and PM/Afternoon – 14.00-16.00. Day schools link AM and PM training.
PACE sessions fall on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursday mornings.
Go to PGR Manager to book and for latest information.
[bookmark: _Toc207621256]October
	Date
	Title

	07
	How to get started on your research degree (hybrid)

	07
	Planning and managing your research project (hybrid)

	14
	Getting started with academic writing at doctoral level (hybrid)

	14
	Getting started with your literature review (hybrid)

	15
	PACE Block 1 - Academic genres (Reading for Doctoral Writing)

	15
	PACE 1-1 Consultation

	21
	Planning your training and skills development (hybrid)

	21
	Managing your wellbeing as a PGR (hybrid)

	22
	PACE Block 1-Reading strategies (Reading for Doctoral Writing)

	22
	PACE 1-1 Consultation

	28
	Managing professional relationships




	Date
	Title standing the UK higher education sector

	28
	Getting the most out of the OU

	29
	PACE Block 1-Critical reading (Reading for Doctoral Writers)

	29
	PACE 1-1 Consultation


[bookmark: _Toc207621257]November
	Date
	Title 

	04
	Research integrity and ethics

	04
	Applying to the OU HREC for research with human participants

	05
	PACE Block 1 - Reading to Write (Reading for Doctoral Writers)

	05
	PACE 1-1 Consultation

	06
	PACE writing circle

	11
	Intellectual property, GDPR and copyright in your research

	11
	All your own work? Avoiding accidental plagiarism

	12
	PACE Block 1 - Writing for science (in-person only)

	12
	PACE Reading and writing retreat (Reading for doctoral research) (in-person only)

	18
	Doing a PhD in the UK

	18 
	The role of research questions and thesis scoping in the doctorate

	24
	Do I need NVivo?

	25
	Introduction to research philosophies

	25
	Introduction to quantitative social research design


[bookmark: _Toc207621258]December
	Date
	Title

	02
	Introduction to qualitative social research design

	02
	Safety and integrity in fieldwork

	04
	PACE Writing Circle 

	08
	Using NVivo for your literature review

	09
	Designing a mixed-methods research project (in-person only)

	16 
	Teaching Skills for HE Day School 1: Introduction to teaching in UK HE and Principles of pedagogy


[bookmark: _Toc207621259]January
	Date
	Title

	06
	Teaching Skills for HE Day School 2: Small group teaching and classroom management/student presentations

	07
	PACE Block 2-Commitment Risk and Voice (Writing the Doctorate)

	07
	PACE 1-1 Consultation

	08
	PACE Writing Circle

	12
	NVivo for beginners 1: Coding and cases

	12
	Writing for OU module production (6-week course)

	13
	Interdisciplinary research collaborations

	14
	Signposting and metadiscourse

	14
	PACE 1-1 Consultation

	20
	Social media for impact

	21
	PACE – Crafting an argument

	21
	PACE 1-1 Consultation

	26
	NVivo for beginners 2: Classifying data

	27
	Using engaged research design to plan for, generate and evidence impact

	28
	PACE, Dialogue with the reader

	28
	PACE 1-1 Consultation




[bookmark: _Toc207621260]February
	Date
	Title

	03
	Induction

	04
	PACE Writing retreat (in-person only)

	05
	PACE Writing Circle

	09
	NVivo for beginners 3: Exploring data

	17
	How to get started on your research degree (hybrid)

	17
	Planning and managing your research project (hybrid)

	18
	Getting started with your literature review (hybrid)

	18
	Getting started with academic writing at doctoral level (hybrid)

	19
	Planning your training and skills development (hybrid)

	19
	Managing your wellbeing as a PGR (hybrid)

	23
	NVivo for beginners 4: Data clinic

	24
	Managing professional relationships

	24
	Understanding the UK HE sector / Getting the most out of the OU

	25
	PACE Structuring a conference abstract  

	25
	PACE 1-1 Consultation



[bookmark: _Toc207621261]March
	Date
	Title

	03
	Using story-telling methodologies in qualitative research -

	03
	Online interviewing

	04
	PACE -Connecting to your audience

	04
	PACE 1-1 Consultation 

	05
	PACE Writing Circle

	09
	NVivo for beginners 5: Interpreting data

	10
	Systematic literature reviewing as a research method

	10
	Using systems diagrams as learning devices in research (TBC)

	11
	PACE – Communicating effectively

	11
	PACE 1-1 Consultation

	17
	PGR training and development planning clinic

	18
	PACE – Conference Practice 

	18
	PACE 1-1 Consultation

	23
	NVivo for beginners 6: Presenting data




	Date
	Title

	24
	Statistics training for research students (TBC)

	31 
	Introducing quantitative data analysis (TBC)

	31
	Surviving quantitative data analysis (TBC)


[bookmark: _Toc207621262]April
	Date
	Title

	02
	PACE Writing Circle

	13
	NVivo refresher clinic

	14 
	Preparing for conference presentations

	14 
	Preparing a conference poster

	21
	Working with long documents in Word

	21
	Early publication opportunities (including The Conversation, Open Learn)

	28
	Careers: Notes from industry

	28
	Quality Management in the STEM laboratory





[bookmark: _Toc207621263]May
	Date
	Title

	05
	Policy training for doctoral students

	05
	Employability:  careers support resources Q and A 

	07
	PACE Writing Circle

	12
	Working in industry when you have a STEM PhD

	12
	The unintended consequences of using AI in Academic Publishing

	19 
	Researching sensitive issues (in-person only)

	26
	Career mobility: What is it? Aspects to consider during and after a doctorate

	26
	PGR training and development planning clinic


[bookmark: _Toc207621264]June
	Date
	Title

	04
	PACE Writing Circle

	16
	Photography for research communication


[bookmark: _PACE]



[bookmark: _Toc207621265]July
	Date
	Title

	02
	PACE Writing Circle



· 

[bookmark: _PACE_1-1_Writing][bookmark: _Core_training_by][bookmark: _Toc207621266]PGR student meet-ups
Below are some of the opportunities for PGR social and writing meet-ups. The events are run as a mix of in-person only, hybrid and online to make as accessible as possible. 
	What
	When
	Where

	Monday Writing Group  
	10.00-17.00
	Online only

	First Tuesdays
	18.00-19.00
	First Tuesday of the month
Online

	Thursday coffee 
	11.00-12.00
	Hybrid 
PGRs Common Room, Ground Floor Library and online

	Friday Writing Group
	10.00-17.00
	Online only



Check the PGR Community Noticeboard, PGRM, OU campus screens, and the Common Room noticeboards for more events and information.
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