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October 2026 Praxis Project Call
**Application closing date: 12:00 on Friday 9th October 2026**
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Introduction 
We are delighted to announce that the Praxis October 26/27 Project Call is now open for applications! 
If you have any ideas on how the OU might improve online teaching, learning or student support - we want to hear from you.  
In 2026 WELS has defined three Access and Participation Plan priorities. This means we encourage projects which inclusively improve the experiences of:  
· Black students 
· Students who disclose or have experience of concerns around their mental health
· Students from the most deprived areas (IMDQ1) 
For this October 2026 call, Praxis will continue to invite projects that can demonstrate that that they will:
· Work with students as partners 
· Build on other OU Scholarship projects, featured on Scholarship Exchange
All successful Praxis projects will demonstrate:   
· a proactive approach to investigating an identified area of practice in this instance, the awarding gap
· a grounding in the relevant literature   
· an awareness of related school, faculty or university-wide scholarship and some idea of how this project builds on previous research and scholarship activity 
· a rigorous and imaginative research design, especially those that move beyond interviews, surveys and focus groups  
· a clear indication of the project’s expected impact on students’ learning experience, and how this will lead to a reduction on the awarding gap 
· a defined path to impact (from research outcome to changed practice) that extends beyond a discrete module or programme 
· how the project aligns with the OU Teaching and Learning Plan

If you would like any guidance on completing a funding application or an opportunity to develop your ideas with others – we have pre-funding information sessions on 15th September 11:30 – 12:30 or 17th September 10:00 – 11:00. 
Click here to register for either of these sessions. 

How to apply
Your application must be submitted on the project call application form below. 
Applications on previous versions of the form will not be accepted. 
Completed applications should be returned by 12:00 on Friday 9th October to: 
wels-praxis@open.ac.uk
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Praxis Scholarship Research Funding Application Form 
October 2026 Praxis Project Call (No. 22)
**Application closing date: 12:00 on Friday 9th October 2026**

Please note that we are happy to provide support and guidance to help you complete the necessary details. Just get in touch.
Please complete this form as fully as you can. Agreed projects may be asked to provide a final revised plan before starting. 
Please email the completed form to the WELS-Praxis team at wels-praxis@open.ac.uk.
Feedback will be provided for unsuccessful applications.
All project activity should be completed by 30th July 2027, with full project reports submitted by 24th September 2027.

1.      Headline Details
	Project title:
	 

	Planned project start date:
e.g. May 22
	 
	Planned project end date:
e.g. Jun 23
	 

	Date of application:
e.g. dd/mm/yyyy
	 

	School project is related to:
If cross-school, please detail all schools
	

	Project description:
A short summary of the project that can be used for our website. 
Maximum 100 words

	





2.     Project Lead Details
The project lead will be regarded as the lead and point of contact by the Faculty for all matters connected with the application.
	Title (Dr/Mrs/Mr/Miss etc):
	 

	Full name:
	

	Job title:
	

	 I am a/an:
	☐ Central Academic
☐ AL
☐ Professional Services
☐ Student
☐ Staff Tutor
Other: 	

	WELS sub-unit:
e.g. ECYS, LAL, HWSC, IET
	 

	Telephone number:
	 

	Email address:
	 

	Social media handle/s:
	

	Would you like to be added to our Praxis opt-in list to hear about Praxis news, events and further project calls?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


	Role/responsibilities within project:
	 

	Estimated days on project:
*If you are an AL these days must be included in the funding section
	

	Praxis project leads have varied degrees of research experience from established academics to novices.  With your level of experience, please let us know if you think that mentoring through the research process would be helpful.
Please select one option below

	☐ I would like mentoring for some aspects of the project (please outline what aspects below)
☐ I would like mentoring through the research and scholarship process.
☐ I will not need any mentoring at all

	If you selected ‘I would like mentoring for some aspects of the project’, please detail what aspects you require mentoring for:

	



3.     Other Project Members
Please add more members if required. Before including ALs/additional ALs in your project team, please note the guidance on the Praxis Intranet about AL involvement in Scholarship projects.  
	Project member 1

	Full name:
	

	Job title:
	

	They are a/an:
	☐ Central Academic
☐ AL
☐ Professional Services
☐ Student
☐ External Contractor
☐ Staff Tutor
Other:
	No. of research/ study days
		

	Roles/responsibilities within project:
	 

	Project member 2

	Full name:
	

	Job title:
	

	They are a/an:
	☐ Central Academic
☐ AL
☐ Professional Services
☐ Student
☐ External Contractor
☐ Staff Tutor
Other:
	No. of research/ study days
		

	Roles/responsibilities within project:
	 

	Project member 3

	Full name:
	

	Job title:
	

	They are a/an:
	☐ Central Academic
☐ AL
☐ Professional Services
☐ Student
☐ External Contractor
☐ Staff Tutor
Other:
	No. of research/ study days
		

	Roles/responsibilities within project:
	 

	Project member 4

	Full name:
	

	Job title:
	

	They are a/an:
	☐ Central Academic
☐ AL
☐ Professional Services
☐ Student
☐ External Contractor
☐ Staff Tutor
Other:
	No. of research/ study days
		

	Roles/responsibilities within project:
	 

	Project member 5

	Full name:
	

	Job title:
	

	They are a/an:
	☐ Central Academic
☐ AL
☐ Professional Services
☐ Student
☐ External Contractor
☐ Staff Tutor
Other:
	No. of research/ study days
		

	Roles/responsibilities within project:
	 



	Total number of research/study days INCLUDING estimated days for Project Lead: 
	

	Collaborators: 
If any other groups will be asked to support the project activities, such as module teams, employers or professional associations, list them here and explain the role they will be asked to undertake. Where applicable identify the contact person and briefly describe any relevant previous collaborations.

	



4.     Project Details
	Context and rationale of the proposed project:
What existing assumptions and practices are relevant and what might be the contributing factors and barriers?
Maximum 200 words

	

	Project aims:
What do you hope the project will achieve?
Maximum 100 words

	

	Research questions for the project:

	

	Methodology:
What is your intended approach and methods of data collection and analysis?
Maximum 500 words

	

	Literature review: 
What does existing scholarship and research tell us about the project focus? Does it point to possible effective strategies and practices?
Maximum 500 words

	

	Module/s involved:
If applicable

	

	Please outline which aspects of the University Strategy the project engages with most strongly: 

	THEME 1: CREATING SOCIETAL IMPACT 
	THEME 2: SUPPORTING STUDENT SUCCESS 

	THEME 3: REACHING NEW COMMUNITIES THROUGH INNOVATION AND PARTNERSHIP

	☐ Objective 1.1: Expanding access through meaningful educational pathways
☐ Objective 1.2: High-quality research with impact 
	☐ Objective 2.1: High-quality, flexible, inclusive, and future-facing courses 
☐ Objective 2.2: Belonging, community and support 
☐ Objective 2.3: Delivering on student ambitions 
☐ Objective 2.4: Leadership in learning innovation and scholarship
	☐ Objective 3.1: Combining local and national presence with global reach  
☐ Objective 3.2: Community-based innovation for sustainable growth 
☐ Objective 3.3: Expanding reach and impact through new education models 

	Each of the overall objectives above are elaborated upon in the strategy text, which includes what the OU will do to further the stated objective. With reference to that text, please briefly explain how your proposed project aligns with the principle(s) you have identified in the University Strategy: 
Maximum 200 words

	




	Links to institutional priorities:
Tick the ‘best fit’ institutional priority for your project
 
 
	☐ Enable more students to achieve their study goals
☐ Enhance employability and career progression
☐ Improve and enhance the learning experience of students
☐ Promote equality, diversity and inclusion including the reduction of degree awarding gaps

	Which nation(s) is your project particularly relevant to? 
	​​☐ ​England 
​​☐ ​Scotland 
​​☐ ​Wales 
​​☐ ​Ireland
☐ All 

	Please tick any of the following Student Success and Learning and Teaching Plan themes that apply to your project:

	☐ Assessment
☐ Awarding gaps
☐ Black, Asian and Minoritised Ethnic
☐ Carers/Care leavers
☐ Community/Sense of belonging
☐ Completion of a qualification
☐ Curriculum pathways
☐ Developing research skills
☐ Digital inclusion
☐ Disabilities
☐ Employability
☐ Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion

	☐ Gender
☐ Inclusive assessment
☐ Inclusive curriculum
☐ Induction
☐ Innovative assessment
☐ Innovative teaching approaches
☐ Integration of student voice
☐ Mental health
☐ Neurodiversity
☐ Open Access
☐ Peer support/mentoring
☐ Progression
☐ Qualification-based academic support

	☐ Readiness to study
☐ Recognition of prior learning
☐ Reducing inequalities 
☐ Research and scholarship awareness
☐ Retention
☐ Socio-economic
☐ Student co-creation
☐ Student experience
☐ Student satisfaction
☐ Study intensity
☐ Sustainability awareness
☐ Tuition

	Keywords: 

Please add up to five keywords that relate to your project. These will be used in the Scholarship Exchange and will help people to find your project when using the search function

	

	Project timeline: 
Take account of timescales for ethics / SRPP application, literature review, data collection, analysis, write up and dissemination

	





	Risks and mitigations:
Identify any risks that could impede your progress or arise from the research and explain how you plan to mitigate their impact on the project (e.g. participant engagement, time management, workload management, risk of harm).
Please note that for most projects the HREC and SRPP process is more time consuming then they anticipate. This is a risk, please outline how you will address this.

	



5.     Dissemination and Impact 
Planning for dissemination and impact from the start of the project helps to ensure that the project design reflects its aims and intended outcomes. For SoTL projects, the anticipated impact on students’ learning is a vital consideration.  Projects should consider potential changes to practice and policy, with particular emphasis on impact on students’ learning experience. Taking this into account, please give an indication of potential dissemination and impact activities for your project.

	What are the potential outputs* from your project?
Consider possible publications, conferences, blog posts…anything else? Please note we now have a Praxis Blog: Scholarly Conversations which welcome 750 words blog posts on any aspect of this work.

You can find a list of journals, conferences and blogs towards the bottom of our Project Life Cycle page on our intranet.

*we ask that Praxis is acknowledged as a funder for any external activity undertaken in relation to this work

	




	Please identify one journal that you may want to submit an application to:
You can find a list of journals towards the bottom of our Project Life Cycle page on our intranet.


	




	What outcomes do you hope to achieve?
What are the potential changes that could occur as the result of the project? Consider areas such as increased awareness, changes in behaviour, influence on module content, assessment design etc. 

	




	What impact do you hope to see? 
Examples include improved retention rates, reduction of awarding gaps; positive impact on student wellbeing; systemic change in policies and practices both within the OU and the wider HE sector.

	




	How do you imagine this impact will be accomplished?
Please consider the colleagues who will need to work with you if the outcomes of your project are to be implemented. We appreciate this is entirely speculative as the project is planned rather than complete. But if the outcomes are as you imagine – whose support, corporation, and capacity to accomplish institutional change would you like to mobilise, and what will you want them to do?

	



6.     Resources/Funding
The funding available is limited, therefore, to maximise return we will be looking closely at value for money in the proposed budget. The primary resource is your time. However, the work may involve project travel and subsistence expenses, consumables and equipment. Please indicate, as best you can, your need for support of such activities. 
The upper limit for funding for single school projects is normally £3500.
The upper limit for cross-school projects is normally £5000.

Praxis funding
	AL support:
Please detail all AL activity/consultant requirements below using the example in red as a reference. Add more lines if required. Calls for expressions of interest should be used when contracting ALs unless there is a reason why only one specific AL is able to undertake specific tasks – this will need to be discussed with us and approved.
Please note that we encourage all AL time to be taken from unused FTE. Please detail if you are planning to you unused FTE for this cost.
Day rate/unit cost for AL staffing is £222.34 including NI & taxes.

	Resource/number
	Description
	Unit cost 
	Number of units
	Total cost

	e.g.
	AL to assist with focus group, per day
	£222.34
	2
	£444.68

	1
	xxx, per day
	£222.34
	 
	 

	2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Students as partners:
Please detail all student activity below using the example in red as a reference. Add more lines if required. Please review our Student Involvement section of the intranet in details before completing this section. Remember to include which tier of work the student will be completing and include additional days for compliance training if applicable.
You will need to complete an EOI to engage students in the project and limited engagement worker contracts must be in place BEFORE any work takes place.

	Resource/number
	Description
	Unit cost 
	Number of units
	Total cost

	e.g.
	Student to run focus groups & help with analysis, tier four 
	£222.34
	2
	£444.68

	1
	xxx, per day
	£222.34
	 
	 

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	Consultants:
If there is a specific reason you cannot fill a position from within the Open University, please detail the cost of any external consultants below. Please confirm their personal day rate. 

	Resource/number
	Description
	Unit cost 
	Number of units
	Total cost

	e.g.
	External consultant to XYZ, per day
	£150.00
	2
	£300.00

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	Travel and subsistence:
Please detail all travel and subsistence requirements below using the example in red as a reference. Add more lines if required. All travel should be booked by the Praxis team through Click:Travel. Policies and forms can be found on the intranet.

	Resource/number
	Description
	Unit cost 
	Number of units
	Total cost

	e.g.
	Travel from MK to Birmingham for (name)
	£60.00
	1
	£60.00

	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Consumables:
Please detail all consumables required below using the example in red as a reference e.g. vouchers, batteries, transcription that cannot be auto-generated, computer cables, envelopes, whiteboard markers, hospitality etc. Add more lines if required. Please note, Love2Shop vouchers are now the OU’s preferred voucher supplier.

	Resource/number
	Description
	Unit cost 
	Number of units
	Total cost

	e.g.
	Love2Shop vouchers for focus group
	£20.00
	20
	£400.00

	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total cost:
 Please calculate the precise total of the above four sections. Do not include the red example costs.  
	 


 
Potential funding sources other than Praxis
	Are there any other funding streams available?

	​​☐ ​Yes
​​☐ ​No


	If you selected ‘yes’, please provide details: 
 
 
 
	 


     
Previous funding & outcomes 
	Please provide details for any scholarship funding from this and/or last financial year:

How successful was the project and did you deliver the proposed outputs?
	 



7.    Declaration and Signatures
Declaration by applicant/s
Please tick to confirm that you agree to all the declarations below and acquire the correct signatures before submitting your application. 
	· This application relates to activities that are not suitable for an external grant submission 
	☐


	· My/Our research profile/s (OU people profile) is up to date www.open.ac.uk/people/OUCU 
	☐


	· This application has been discussed with my/our line manager/s and included as part of our workload plans for the forthcoming year  
	☐ 

	· I/We commit to attending a Praxis project induction to ensure that all knowledge on Praxis processes and procedures can be gained and then followed
	☐ 

	· I/We commit to providing a set up checklist, interim report, external facing full project report, full project administration report, and project summary form for my project by the deadline dates laid out in the project induction (unless alternative deadlines have been agreed with Praxis) 
	☐ 

	· I/We commit to follow the full Expression of Interest (EOI) procedure when contracting ALs/consultants and to notify Praxis of all contracts raised for the project when they are raised
	☐


	· I/We commit to taking part in the Praxis Scholarship Podcast
	☐


	· I/We commit to presenting at the Festival of Scholarship or alternative internal OU event 
	☐


	· I/We am happy for the project details and related activity to be uploaded to the Scholarship Exchange at the commencement of the project and once the project is completed
	☐ 

	· I/We commit to communicating details of any publications that result from this Praxis-funded project with Praxis
	☐ 

	· All named staff on this project proposal have agreed to their commitment to the project and their workloads and responsibilities/roles on the project 
	☐


	· Where relevant, this application has been discussed and agreed with the Scholarship Champion for my sub-unit or with WELS staff 
	☐ 

	· To encourage the future dissemination and impact of your findings, Praxis would like to share information about your project with the Media Affairs team, as well as the internal and external policy teams as your project progresses. If your work is being considered for external use, the relevant teams will engage with you directly. Please check the below boxes if you are happy for us to share information about your project/future findings with the relevant teams:
☐  Media Affairs       ☐  Internal Policy       ☐  External Policy


	 Project lead signature:
	Project lead name:
	Date:

	
	
	



Line manager support for application (project lead’s manager only)
	Manager’s signature:
	Manager’s name:
	Date:

	
	
	



Authorisation: Director of Praxis (or nominee)
	Director’s signature:
	Director’s name:
	Date:

	
	
	




COMPLETED APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO: wels-praxis@open.ac.uk
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