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Creative Climate was designed to demonstrate that we could have broadcasting, teaching and research held together in the same place online, and you can see what we got up to at creativeclimate.org  The eSTEeM project allowed me to extend the creative climate initiative. The main activities that we were able to undertake through the eSTEeM support was to record a body of interviews with other environmental researchers at the Open University. We drafted some learning journeys, through the content, which at the time we assumed would just go on-line but actually within a year we saw a really perfect spot for them within the curriculum. So concrete learning materials, a body of new interviews and of course this critical framework, a safe space if you like, to think about how we could innovate further. But it also allowed us to commission some new material and we made learning journeys that worked not with the previously commissioned content but with fresh up to the minute interviews that we took with brilliant Open University environment researchers from right across the campus. So it allowed a really focused engagement with the content but designed into the needs of our students. So we had a couple of modules where we directly made content from the recordings that already existed on Creative Climate. Without eSTEeM I would have lacked both the critical framework for really investigating whether our hoped for ambitions were being delivered but also we wouldn’t have had critical friends to travel with, people who would have kept us on the road, and so I had people from very different disciplines, doing their own very different projects, in a position to just nudge, offer some advice, offer some support and I think the result of that, the impact of that, is that of course this particular project Creative Climate, was made  work much harder. We squeezed the better value out of that investment but more than that it has really informed how I am now taking the things we learnt from Creative Climate, which is of course still a live project, into my own thinking about the Open University’s broadcast, research and teaching join, in the context of the next few years and of course the ambition to put students first.
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