Investigate how integrating vendor certifications within Computing modules affect student motivation, engagement and employability prospects 

Within many Open University Computing modules, micro credentials and non-accredited learning, vendor certification content is partially integrated, or the modules are created solely based on the vendor qualifications. For example, Cisco Amazon web services or AWS, education and Development Group, Open EDG, 
EC Council and Microsoft. 

This project aims to investigate the impact of this integration and evaluate if it motivates and encourages students to study these modules in the first instance, and to what extent their participation and achievement. The project will also evaluate student perceived value and industry recognition for competing these specific modules and explore the potential effect of vendor elements on promotion and employability prospects. 

As a part of the literature review, using desk-based research the project will critically compare competing universities who are utilizing vendor resources within their own comparable programs, The project will focus on some of the open University Computing modules including TM129, TMXY130, TM257, TM357, TM359, T28, K29 and micro credentials. The data will be obtained by conducting student surveys and interviews. 

The interviews and surveys would be conducted using students presently studying on Computing modules at various stages, including undergraduate, postgraduate and past students who have recently completed these modules using the Alumni Association and through our Cisco Networking Academy contacts. 

We thank you for taking the time to listen to our presentation.

