Researching student barriers and enablers: a reflection on the role of research ethics
Chris:
This poster focuses on the theme of inclusion exclusion in education drawing on three research projects. The first project explored the focusing in on two year one modules in the school of Engineering, Design and Innovation. The project took an intersectional approach to examine the combined characteristics of disability as well as a student social and cultural backgrounds. 
Building on that project, the concept of network mapping was used to explore students transition to university. Drawing on students from 20 percent most deprived areas in the UK, this project looked more specifically at the barriers and enablers experienced by these students as they may experience more pronounced transitional challenges. 
Most recently, the same theme of barriers and enablers has been used in an ongoing pan-university project that is examining the student experience of those who have mental health challenges. 
One thing that we take for granted in research is the role of research ethics. All three of these research projects have focused on students from a variety of social situations and those with mental or physical health challenges. These students are sensitive and vulnerable which makes it even more important that appropriate research processes are followed that are clear, supportive and transparent. However, it has been pointed out that although ethical codes of conduct are themselves commendable, there are disadvantages. 
Strict adherence to those ethical codes of practice can create barriers to research. This is because they often prevent innovation, can delay research findings, and create a perceived administrative barrier preventing innovative research. That's where the codes of conducts come in as they are not there as a barrier but to enable ethical research. 
It was through constructive conversations that the codes of practice were applied, and the results were robust projects that had student wellbeing at its heart. Research ethics is there for a reason as it underpins good research and promotes trust and confidence in the research process.
