Evaluating the Programming for Physical Sciences website and forums on SM123 Physics and Space
Andy:
Hi there. SM123, Physics and space, was the first module in the School of Physical Sciences to introduce students to Python programming. We found out very quickly that not all our students enjoyed it and they had difficulty learning the basic skills from the material we provided. 
We investigated this in a previous eSTEeM project which led us develop new resources to support beginner learners placing them on a website called programming for physical sciences. Now we've returned to look at how the support is going, looking at the module forums for programming and use of the support website. 
Here is what we are looking at. How and when are the students using the Python support forum on SM123. We use access logs to see that there's a burst of interest at the start even before we started to teach programming over a month into the module. Then there was significant use around TMA02 and TMA04 both of which assessed programming. 
What do they make of the support website? We ran a survey and got responses from students exploring the site planning to come back. 
What are they discussing on the forum? Using qualitative analysis, we can see the specific programming topics they are most interested in and those that draw strong student interaction. 
We have the opportunity to see how they use a private forum alongside an open programming forum. Definitely less about one third of the queries on the open forum. Typically, more about beginner’s problems and not lost in technical discussion by experienced users, which can be off-putting to novice programmers. 
We have plenty more to explore and look forward to sharing our findings with module team. 
Thank you very much.
