A survey of Stage 1 students on use of Generative AI and Argumentation
Paul:
Hello everyone. Our study explores how stage one undergraduate students approach Generative AI when developing academic arguments. We surveyed 281 students across 43 different qualifications. We wanted to understand our students’ underlying beliefs about the technology and their daily practices.
Nitu:
First looking at their beliefs, nearly 90 percentage of students highly value argumentation for the academic development and 96 percentage agree that it develops the higher order thinking. Our students are highly critical consumers of Generative AI. Over 65 percent doubt Generative AI's trustworthiness and 80 percent are actively worried about plagiarism. 
Paul:
Second, looking at actual usage, their behaviour aligns with their scepticism. When students do use Gen AI, it's primarily for early-stage tasks like expanding ideas or brainstorming. When we asked why they avoid Gen AI, the barriers were hardly ever technical. Most attribute their non-use to principled reasons such as ethical concerns and worries about accuracy. 
Nitu:
In conclusion, our survey suggests that our stage one students are not blindly adopting AI. Many are cautious, ethically aware learners who value their cognitive development over quick shortcuts.
