Tackling illicit Generative AI use informally
Cath:
Generative AI is very much the topic of the moment. Unfortunately, for us Gen AI has become alarmingly good at maths, and if we try to set problems Gen AI can't solve, then the majority of our students can't solve them either. Now, many students do appreciate they need to do the work themselves to understand, but not all do, particularly if it's part of a non-maths degree, and it can be tempting for a time poor student to resort to Gen AI if they're stuck anyway. 
So, why not just make academic conduct referrals? Well, apart from the load on our poor ACOs, by the time they come back, the student can be locked into cheating because they've not got the foundations. Not to mention the fact that however deserved, an academic conduct referral for a student is not a pleasant experience and can make them feel alienated from those here to support them, such as their tutor. If you're arrested, you're not going to feel positively about the police. 
So, we're taking an informal approach. We do a simple warning for a small amount of Gen AI use. If it's more substantial, we use the polite fiction that the student didn't know it wasn't allowed and we offer them the chance to resubmit the TMA without using Gen AI. We also have the option of a conversation with the module team if a student claims it was not Gen AI or for repeat offenders. Of course, we can still make a referral if we need to, but it's not our first recourse. We're really hoping this will be more effective in setting students on the right track. 
We're going to look at how these students act on subsequent modules. Have they learned their lesson? If you're thinking this sounds quite labour intensive, it is, but we really hope it's going to be worth it.
