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Delia Chin: How are you both doing?

Olivia: Good. All good.

Zoe: I'm so nervous. I don't know how you're so chilled.

Delia Chin: Can I just say thank you so much for agreeing to be part of the podcast. It's nice to have two people on.

Zoe: It's a real pleasure. Oh, really? Thank you.

Olivia: Yeah. Thank you so much.

Delia Chin: So, to begin, could you each introduce yourselves?

Olivia, if we start with you, and then we'll go to Zoe.

Olivia: Perfect. So hi, I'm Olivia. I'm a second-year OU student. I'm based in Belfast. And what originally drew me to law is a passion for social justice, and I felt Open Uni offered a really flexible degree. And I've really enjoyed it the past few years. So I'm in my second year now, and I'll be finishing next year. And I'll be sad to finish. I've really enjoyed it.

Delia Chin: Oh, that's brilliant. When you say passion, what was the passion that drew you to the OU?

And to studying law?

Olivia: I've always been interested in human rights law, and then OU offers fantastic modules regarding it, so I was really excited to study those.

Delia Chin: Brilliant, and I bet you're excelling in them. Are they your favourite?

Yeah, they are my favourite. Yeah.

Brilliant. Definitely. And now Zoe, what about you?

Zoe: Hi. So I'm Zoe, and I've actually just finished my LLB today. No way. Wow. I am. Congratulations. Finally. Thank God. It was tough, but we got there in the end. Mm-hmm. I start my master's degree at Ulster University in Belfast in September, and my interest in law was that I was always huge on helping people, and I thought that would end up in nursing, and I did do a year of it.

And then I realised that I actually just have a really strong sense of justice. So I thought the best career path to do was law, and I really want a career where I can advocate for others and actually make some sort of a difference.

Delia Chin: That is great, brilliant journeys. Before we get into talking about what you did, had either of you actually watched Taskmaster before?

Zoe: Never a day in my life. Never heard of it? Never. Never. I didn't know what it was.

Olivia: I had watched it. My dad is ... I feel it's a dad TV show. My dad always had it on, so I'd watch like a few episodes of it. Right. So, I kind of knew the concept of what it was about.

Zoe: I was watching YouTube videos the night before.

Delia Chin: Just to give yourself that, that background knowledge of what you were- Yeah ... going to be doing. So how would you describe school tasking for our listeners?

Olivia: So basically every week before we went in, you were sent, a document of everything that was going to be taught that week through, a PowerPoint, and you could see also the people who'd done it the years before, how they did it, too. , And you were given all the material. You arrive; the school has all the material that you need, so you don't have to bring anything, just yourself.

You arrive. It's an hour-and-a-half session, I believe it was. Every week we do an introduction to what we're going to be learning. We do a mini task, and they always play a video- a Taskmaster video of Alex- which the kids love. We do our mini task.

We maybe spend about 20 minutes doing that. We work through the work booklet, and then maybe do our main task that week, which would be clips from Taskmaster too, which the kids also love. And we would spend the rest of the day doing that task, and then they would get up and present it, and then we would let the teacher pick the winner of the task that week.

Oh. And that would go towards who won at the end.

Delia Chin: Oh, brilliant. And how many weeks was the project running for?

Olivia: Four weeks.

Delia Chin: And how many schools did you go into?

Olivia: Just the one, just St Mary's. Okay. It was just based in the one classroom.

Delia Chin: Is there anything Zoe?

Zoe: I'm trying to think. It was so long ago. I wish I still had the book. .

Every session was so different as well. They were all completely different parts of the law that we were doing, so it's just trying to-

Olivia: Yeah, all the tasks were different. We had ones we were drawing; we had ones we were getting up and acting out stuff. We had ones with Play-Doh, ones where we're writing definitions.

All the tasks are so different, and you're covering a broad spectrum of a lot of case law, and you're actually telling the kids about real-life cases and stuff.

Zoe: It was a project that taught children really about law, but we did it through creative challenges that were inspired by task masters.

So instead of just telling all the students what the law is, we encouraged them to think about the law and about fairness and justice and why it exists, and the kids were just amazing. , I was so upset on the last day. It was such a good experience.

Delia Chin: How old were the children, Olivia?

Olivia: They were in primary seven, so what age is primary seven? Around 11 years old, the year before you go to secondary school.

Delia Chin: That's quite young, isn't it? Did any of them surprise you with their interest in the law?

Olivia: Yeah. So much. They honestly were so smart. Some of them really took everything we said on and were so passionate about it.

It was amazing to see. We were quite nervous to go in, cause we were like, "How are we going to explain these quite complex concepts to such small kids?" But they all- Mm ... they took it so well, and they were just so intrigued by it all. It was amazing.

Delia Chin: That's brilliant.

So, the project actually targets schools in less advantaged areas.

What did that mean to the two of you? And I'm posing this to you, Olivia.

Olivia: I think it was s- just, it was so important to go to areas where kids maybe never thought they would go to uni, maybe never, , considered it. And to have, people come in, especially women, especially the young girls in that area- Mm

come in and see us and be , "Oh, I could do that one day. That could be me standing up there." Um, and a lot of them were saying stuff to us, you know, "I wanna be a lawyer now. I wanna do what you guys are doing." So that was, that was amazing to be a part of.

Delia Chin: And give them that inspiration and that's- Yeah, absolutely

yeah, yeah. Yeah. That is, that's brilliant. Um, what about you, Zoe?

How did it feel going into disadvantaged areas, um, or less advantaged areas, and how did that matter to you?

Zoe: Yeah. Well, I think every child deserves to feel that university is a possibility. I come from Cork city originally myself, and I know I grew up with a lot of poverty and stuff, and most of us didn't think that university was an option just as it is so expensive as well.

So, there's also that thought and everything to it. Mm-hmm. But it was so important. The kids were absolutely amazing, and like Olivia said, they were looking at us like real people saying, "Oh, you're doing law. Well, I can do it then too if you can."

Delia Chin: That is absolutely such a fantastic inspiration for those kids to have, you know, come in and see two young women and say, "Oh, that could be me one day."

And at such an early age as well, you know, 'cause they haven't even started secondary school yet, to have that education. So yeah, you got them quite early, and it's lovely to hear that they're gonna ... You may have inspired some future lawyers. Yeah. Hopefully. Hopefully.

Zoe: That was actually- so-... one of the teams' names.

One of the little groups, they called themselves Future Lawyers. Oh, brilliant.

Delia Chin: See, that's so much inspiration, and yeah. Yeah, looking forward to it. 

What made you put your hands up to do this project?

Olivia: For me, I really wanted to get involved in something, and then when this opportunity came through, it just sounded so much fun. It wasn't typical, like volunteering or work experience. It was actually going into a school and doing the tasks. "This is just such a fun idea that I want to be a part of."

.

Delia Chin: And what about you, Zoe?

Zoe: Yeah, I wanted kind of practical experience as well, just outside of the degree. But I also really liked the idea of working with kids, as I do have a 10-year-old myself, and I love children, so I thought it would be so interesting to go and do it. I didn't have a clue what Taskmasters was, but I knew it was about teaching kids law, and I was, "Oh my God, there is nothing I'd love better."

And it was - honestly, amazing. It really was one of the best experiences.

Delia Chin: Oh, that sounds great. So, you wasn't nervous at all, Zoe?

Zoe: I was very bad. Are you joking me? If you'd seen me before we went in. Oh, Olivia, what was I like?

Olivia: Oh, I was nerve-wracking. And as soon as we got in, I was like one of the kids.

Zoe: Yeah. Yeah.

Olivia: We met before, and we were like, "Oh, how are we gonna do this?" We didn't know what was to expect when we went in. But then when you get through the door, you're 

Zoe: They, they, they- sometimes that's harder, though, cause they're so honest, like.

And they'll challenge "

Olivia: Oh, this is, this is fine. We can do this."

Delia Chin: Yeah. And you remember, they're 

Zoe: You as well. If they don't agree with what

you're saying, like, they will tell you that they don't agree with it. Sounds like they- it's been

like in a courtroom. Yeah.

Delia Chin: They kept you on your toes then. Goodness. Yeah. Sure. So, so how much prep work did you actually do before you go into a class?

Olivia: We have an introduction session, me and Zoe. Just one Zoom meeting. And then they provide you everything for the four weeks that you're gonna be going in there.

So luckily me and Zoe got in contact before with each other, and we just worked through it, and how are we gonna do these lesson plans. You're given slideshows, so that's really helpful.

Delia Chin: So, Zoe, what was the first session like, when you walked into the class, you and Olivia?

How did that go?

Zoe: It was nerve-wracking to start with, but as soon as we got in and got introduced to the kids, it was brilliant. All the kids were eager to learn about the law. But it was kind of hard in the sense as well because you're trying to avoid legal- how do I put it? Like everything, if we were teaching them, I- I can't remember what the question was- Olivia, you might remember, but when he was asking us Why can the police drive fast, and we can't drive fast even if it's not for an emergency.

There was kind of some trick questions like that, that you're trying to be careful with answering at the same time. But oh my God, it was so knowledgeable because they knew more than me, half of them, the stuff they were coming out with.

Olivia: Yeah.

Delia Chin: Really, O- Olivia, they, were they quite punchy questions or-

Olivia: They were. Yeah. If they didn't agree with something you said, they were hands up straight away asking. They were talking about their families, what they do, and you're "Oh, I, I don't know how to react to this." Yeah. Zoe was very good with the kids, answering the questions.

I kinda let her deal with it a lot of the time when I didn't know what to say.

Delia Chin: Guess in a way that prepares you for mooting sessions and when you're in court. Oh, yeah. Yeah. It's, you've got to think fast on your feet, and what better practice than children to throw these questions at you.

Olivia: Exactly.

Delia Chin: Do either of you have a story from a moment a child said something that completely surprised you? Is there any particular story that you can remember?

Zoe: Olivia had the picture of the kidnapping

Olivia: Oh, my ... One of the, one of the-

Delia Chin: Okay.

Olivia: I can't remember what the task was exactly-

Zoe: Drawing the law

Olivia: Draw the law. And we were going around giving ideas, "Oh, what could you draw?" And then, these... It was a team of three kids. They were the team that actually ended up winning the whole thing. They split the page into three, and then they did a whole scenario of a child getting kidnapped and getting the police.

Wow. And we were, "Oh, okay. Okay." We- then they explained it to the class, and we were, "What is going through their brains?" It's just so funny.

Delia Chin: Did you find them quite competitive, the children?

Zoe: Oh, God, yes. Yeah. Yeah.

Delia Chin: Really?

Zoe: It was very hard. , I took it very hard at the end because obviously not all the kids could come to Dublin to the final with us, so it was only one certain group, but all the girls out of the other groups were crying that they- Yeah

didn't get it to win and that that was the last day they were gonna see us. And honestly, I was crying with them. It's like- Oh ... can we just take them all, please?

Olivia: And they were so cute. Yeah.

Delia Chin: Oh, that sounds, oh, so inspiring. So what was your favourite task? What were you asked to do, and what was the law hiding in there?

And either of you, really, Olivia or Zoe, what was your favourite thing?

Olivia: In week three we did a court case where we were learning what solicitors do on a daily basis. - Mm-hmm ... the theme of the week was how to advocate for yourself, how to advocate for others.

And we were given a scenario, like a Taskmaster scenario, where Alex got hit with a football, and then he fell, and we applied what we had learned the weeks before. We split the class in half, and they had to debate each other. And the kids were so good at it.

They were standing. They were acting like lawyers. They were using terminology we had learned in week one, which were quite complex, and it was good to see. They had really taken on what we said, and they were learning something. And how confident they were being, getting up, arguing with each other.

It was so good to see.

Delia Chin: Oh, wow. Is there anything that you can remember, Zoe?

Zoe: There were a lot of tasks, but I do know my favourite were all the ones where the children had to make decisions about what was fair. I really- yeah... liked listening to the children's ideas and their perspectives on justice. Do you know, coming from a child instead of an adult.

And we did do- Mm ... one on the children's rights. It was the European Union children's rights, was it, Olivia?

Olivia: Yeah.

Zoe: Y- oh my God, they were so interested in that, but they picked it up really, really quick. Honestly, by the end of the class, they could look and answer all the questions, everything we were saying to them, without even reading the sheets that we provided.

They were so interested in learning about the rights that they had as children. It was just amazing to see.

Delia Chin: So, it sounds like you really inspired them there, and they've latched onto something that they can actually relate to. Yeah. Which is, yeah, which is, which is brilliant.

So, did working with the young kids change how you understand the law yourselves?

Did you see it through a different perspective?

Olivia: I feel when you actually put it into practice- in a way where it's not to another law student, it's to kids. When you have to simplify yourself, I feel I understood law so much more. Mm-hmm. When just having to explain stuff to the kids, we would make up our own everyday examples just so they would have an idea.

And you're like, "Wait, now I actually really understand this." Along with the kids. And they're challenging you, and it's making you think on your toes. And you're "Oh, I actually do know this concept I learnt in year one." It's good to know you've still got it.

Delia Chin: Yeah.

It's kind of solidified what you already knew, and you're like, "Oh, actually explaining it to you does; it makes even more sense now."

Olivia: Yeah. I remember this. I got this.

Delia Chin: So, are there any other skills that you feel you've walked away from after doing this project? - 

Zoe? 

Probably, uh, uh ... Oh, yeah, I'm Zoe, right.

Olivia: It is that confidence of getting up in front of kids, to get up and actually deliver a session. I had to deliver one session by myself, and I was so nervous. Even though I'd done it the week before, but knowing you can get up, you can, handle a classroom, and you can answer this question it was good, yeah.

Delia Chin: And Zoe? 

Zoe: Yeah, so I think my confidence improved and I became, , way more comfortable speaking in front of groups. Mm. And as well also thinking on your feet just to communicate clearly to people when you're not expecting it, because the children couldn't have put us off more if we wanted to. I really, thought it was a great experience. I really learned a lot from it.

Delia Chin: Oh, that is, that is brilliant. I guess that's one of the skills that you forget you get with this degree. When you have outside projects, you start to attain even more skills that you never thought you would do on your degree.

So, I think we may have already asked this earlier on when we were talking about the children, and that part of the point is getting them to picture themselves at university, and do you think you shifted that for some of them?

And I think you have said some of them saw the representation of you being women and doing law and thought, "I can be a lawyer one day."

Olivia: Especially the little girls, they were, "We're going to do law at university now." And I was, "Oh, I hope you actually do." Yeah.

Delia Chin: Where does a project like this sit in the wider access to justice?

Do you think this project expands beyond children in a classroom? Do you think they were going home and telling their mom and dad?

Olivia: I think definitely,

One of them had mentioned a family member in jail, and when we did the courtroom, they were, "Oh, I remember the courtroom." And I was, "Oh my goodness." Kids know this stuff. It's not just that they're young, and they don't understand. They completely understand what's going on in the world around them.

And hopefully we give them, even through that, their rights and stuff; they know them so well. Hopefully that gives them a good foundation in their own life to go forward feeling confident about what they're doing in the future and stuff, to go home, tell their families, and keep that knowledge going forward with them.

Delia Chin: That's actually quite interesting hearing, you know, a, a young child saying that they've been to court. How does that feel personally for you to hear such a young child say that they've been in a courtroom... and possibly seen a family member?

Olivia: I was, I was quite shocked. It was said it in the first week, and I was, "Oh, this, like, actually matters so much."

They probably have more experience in a courtroom than I would, and they're at such a young age. And maybe this information that they're learning can maybe help them process their own feelings even more and maybe be like, "Oh, this is what happened. This is why this happened." And maybe they can talk to family about it. They have those emotions at such a young age.

Delia Chin: Okay.

So, a question to both of you: would you do it again, and would you recommend it to other students?

Zoe: Absolutely. Definitely. I think as well-

Delia Chin: And why is that?

Zoe: Yeah, I think doing that project as well opens a lot of doors for other projects. So, it was the first project I was a part of.

But then because I was part of Taskmasters, I got the Thames Valley E-bike Regulation project. I also done the landlord's Article 21 change for Fieldfisher Law in Northern Ireland. And I was just back from the Adele Nesth last week in The Hague. Honestly, I applied for all that stuff last year; I didn't get any.

And as soon as I got Taskmasters, I got them all, so I think it really opens a really good lot of doors for you. Especially as an OU student, you're sometimes missing out on the practical experience that other students are getting that go to brick colleges and brick universities. So honestly, put your name down for every single thing that the OU offers, every single task or project.

You better do it than regret not doing it. And you learn so much as well. I think law is a very hard subject to study. But especially when you're explaining it to kids, you get a better understanding of it, 'cause you break it down for yourself as well as the children.

Yeah. That's- yeah,

I recommend everyone do it.

You would love it. Yeah. Yeah.

Delia Chin: Thank you, Zoe. That- that's brilliant advice to students. You know, just get out there and see what the OU has to offer - and do it.

What would you say, Olivia, to any students that are nervous about signing up next year?

Olivia: It is the idea of getting up in front of a class of kids and knowing, , you're in charge of it is so daunting.

But it is the best experience ever. I got to meet Zoe through it, and that was amazing. The teachers were lovely. The kids were lovely. Every week, on Tuesday, we went. I was so excited the day before. I was, "Oh, I get to go to the school tomorrow." The kids would run over and be like, "Yay!" "It's time to do the law." And this is a once-in-a-lifetime experience." So absolutely sign up. Don't let being nervous stop you, 'cause everyone's nervous. But once you get into it, it's fantastic.

Delia Chin: That's great. So, is there anything you would've maybe changed about the project at all?

Zoe: Make it run on a bit longer and involve more schools. Yeah. It's just as well there is so many disadvantaged schools in Northern Ireland, and not every school knows about it. So I think if it just got out there more, more schools involved, it also would give more students an opportunity to be a part of it.

Delia Chin: So, A bigger rollout, and then Zoe, Olivia, you'd be back teaching. 

Olivia: Yep. Definitely. 100%.

If they'd have me. See if they'll get rid of me next time. Yeah. All right.

Delia Chin: So, I have one final question before we wrap up today. What's the one moment from the whole experience that you'll remember?

Olivia: I think it was the last day it honestly was the disappointment in the kids that it was finished. And they just, they filled out a form at the end that was just like, "Oh, how did you enjoy it?" And then we read the forms, and it was, "Amazing," "I wanna do it next year. I'm so excited."

That last day to realise how even just those four weeks meant so much to them, and how they were, "Oh, I'm so sad we didn't win," and stuff. They really, really enjoyed it, and it was so fun to be a part of it, knowing we had delivered really good sessions that they enjoyed it that much.

It was so fun.

Delia Chin: Oh, that's lovely. Anything from you, Zoe?

Zoe: Yeah. I think obviously the regional final was brilliant, being away in Dublin for the day. But the most special thing I think was every week when if me and Olivia were coming in, the children got so excited as soon as we arrived. They were looking forward to the sessions, and as soon as the bell went for school to end, they didn't want to leave.

It was just so... I just felt so special being a part of that, that they were just enjoying themselves so much. Honestly, them kids at St. Mary's were outstanding, the best kids ever. And I hope to God that ... they have a great future.

Delia Chin: Is there any case that was, you know, quite prominent that you remember? I mean, what was the Play-Doh case, if you can remember?

Olivia: What was that, Zoe? Was that, uh, they were making a human right or something? 

Zoe: So, they had to draw the law, but in Play-Doh form. So they had to, make what they thought was the law. The stuff they came out with though was brilliant. I have some pictures of the pictures and stuff.

They were the funniest things. The things they were making. I think the Jaffa cake. Is it a Jaffa cake? Yeah. Or a cake. Is a Jaffa Cake a cake or a biscuit? Yeah. 

Olivia: That was so funny. That one was amazing.

Zoe: The discussion and debates that started were something else.

Delia Chin: And what was concluded? Is it a cake or a biscuit?

Zoe: It's a cake because- cake... biscuits have taxes, and they have an extra tax on biscuits.

Olivia: Yeah, I think that was the case for them. But then the kids were like...

Actually, the stuff they were coming off with, I was like, "Oh my God, that's so good." They were like, "But you don't buy Jaffa Cakes where the cakes are. You buy them in the biscuit aisle." And, "Well, you, if it was your birthday, you wouldn't have a Jaffa Cake as your cake and stuff." And I was, "Oh my God, so true."

Delia Chin: They really sound like they gave you some food for thought there. Yeah. Yeah. Definitely. Cause I would've said, yeah, Jaffa Cakes are a biscuit, in my mind.

Zoe: Believe me, they questioned everything we told them, didn't they, Olivia?

Olivia: They had you stumble over your words sometimes. I was like, "I don't, I don't even know how to answer this."

Olivia, Zoe, thank you so much for being part of the podcast today.

Yeah, thank you so much for having us. We really enjoyed it.

And thank you so much. It was a pleasure.

