Research Publications Policy flowchart

*An asterisk highlights why, when, and how the Policy takes effect

Stage 1: Conduct research

1.a. Check funder and institutional policies.
The Open University, funders, and REF all have open access publication requirements.
*The Policy supports meeting these requirements.

1.b. Conduct research and write up.

Stage 2: Submission and review

2.a. Target journal and check requirements.

2.b. Submission.
You may choose to include a rights retention statement on your submitted manuscript.
*The Policy ensures you automatically retain rights to your author accepted manuscript, whether you include a statement or not.

2.c. Editor checks and peer review.
If rejected, return to stage 2.a.

2.d. Revision.

2.e. Acceptance.
The accepted version of your submission is the author accepted manuscript. You retain rights to your author accepted manuscript via the Policy.

Stage 3: Publication

3.a. Copy editing and typesetting.

3.b. Publication.
Two publication routes are available.

3.b.i. Open access route 1 (gold): You, funder, or institution pay a fee.
The library manages the UKRI block grant and Transformative Agreements to help cover Article Processing Charges (APCs).

3.b.ii. Open access route 2 (green): Upload manuscript to repository (ORO).

Stage 4: Reader access

4.a. Open access route 1 (gold): Published version free to read.
The author accepted manuscript is not published on ORO in route 1, as the published version itself is open access.

4.b.i. Open access route 2 (green): Manuscript version free to read. Published version paywalled.
*The Policy enables your author accepted manuscript to be made open access at the time of publication under a CC BY licence without a fee.

4.b.ii. Open access route 2 (green): Opt out of the policy. Manuscript free to read after embargo. Published version paywalled. 
If you need to opt out of the Policy, please do so before the final version is published.
Embargos on open access publication may not fulfil funder requirements.
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