 Data Management Plan for Arts & Social Sciences Postgraduate Research (not human participant data)

According to the Higher Education Funding Council for England, 'research data are defined as the evidence on which academic researchers build their analytic or other research.' You could also say that research data is anything you produce during your PhD which doesn’t appear in the final thesis. 
Data management plans might seem more relevant to science-based subjects than for those in Arts and Humanities and some Social Sciences research, which does not include traditional fieldwork data (collected from participants) and does not normally require ethical approval. Data used in much of the research conducted in Arts and Social Sciences disciplines might be managed by simply keeping a rigorous bibliography. However, data can take many forms, depending on the project. As a postgraduate student in FASS, you might produce or collect, in support of your project:
· Images, video and audio (including digitised or photographed archival documents)
· Interview transcripts or oral history recordings (see note below)
· Text corpuses
· Notebooks and sketches
· Transcriptions and translations of manuscripts
· Database files or spreadsheets
· fieldwork notes, memos and observations 

Planning the management of such research data helps to ensure that it's stored in a secure, stable, and lasting way. Good data management also allows for data to be shared openly with other researchers.
You can find more information on the Library's Research Data Management pages.
Important: 
· If your research involves human participants (through for example interviews, surveys, or workshops), you must complete a full Data Management Plan instead of this form, and ensure you have all relevant approvals in place, such as Data Protection and Ethics approval.
· If you are unsure which data management plan you need to produce for your research degree, please consult with the OU Library contact the Library Research Support team (library-research-support@open.ac.uk).
· You must discuss your data management plan with your supervisor(s) prior to submitting it.

Please answer the following questions:
	Name
	

	Title of PhD Project
	

	Year of study
	

	Date
	

	Version no.
	



1. Research data can be defined as anything you produce during your PhD which doesn’t appear in the final thesis. Will your PhD project produce any data or materials (for example, images, audiovisual recordings, notebooks)? If no, please move to Question 4. If yes, please give details:

2. Where will materials be stored during the project? (See our guidance on Storing Data) 
Select all that apply:
☐OneDrive
☐ SharePoint
☐ Teams
☐ Other (click or tap here to describe)
3. The Open University’s Research Data Management Policy requires researchers to share the research data/materials they produce, wherever ethical, legal or commercial considerations allow. Data/materials can be preserved and shared on Open Research Data Online (ORDO), the OU’s research data repository, where they can be either openly published (i.e. made publicly available) or made open to other researchers on request. 
Please think about which data/materials you are producing which might be useful for others to see, to understand how your research was conducted or to inform their own research practices. Are you able to share any of these materials on ORDO once your research project is complete? If so, which?

4. Are you re-using any third-party materials/data in your project (i.e. data or materials where copyright is owned by someone else and/or there are restrictions on how you might be able to use/re-publish it)? If yes, have you checked the terms & conditions/licenses attached to the data/materials to ensure your intended use is permitted?

5. Please list any training you've undertaken - or plan to undertake - in data management:

6. Please list any training you've undertaken - or will undertake - in bibliographic management:

Next steps
Upload this Data Management Plan to Open Research Data Online (ORDO)
All Data Management Plans must be uploaded to ORDO to comply with the OU’s Research Data Management Policy. Follow the guidance on our webpage ORDO: Uploading Data Management Plans to upload your finalised plan. You must discuss your Data Management Plan with your supervisor.
Revisit and update your Plan throughout your project
Your Data Management Plan is a living document which should be updated whenever changes are made to the way you process or manage your data. Make sure you upload any new versions to your record on ORDO.
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